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Schedule—agreed 'to.
Bill reported.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Coolgardie Goldfields Water Supply
Loan Act Amendment.

2, Treasury Bonds Deficiency.

3, Industries Assistance Act Amendment.

Reeeived from the Assembly.

House adjourned at 11.15 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,

‘Tuesday, £5th November, 1919.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

RESOLUTION—FPEACE.
* His Majesty’s Thanks,

Mr, SPEAKER: ] have received the fol-
lowing message from His Excellency the
Governor:—

The Governor has the honour to inform
the Hon. the Speaker that a copy of the
resolution passed by the Legislative As-
sembly on the 31st July last, has been
laid before Iis Majesty the ng, and
that he has been eommanded to convey to
the members of the Legislative Assembly

[ASSEMBLY.]

His Majeaty’s thanks for their message of
eongratulation. (Sgd.) William Ellison-
Macartney.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, FIREWQOD
HATULAGE.

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, On what date was the agree-
ment signed between the Government and
the Kurrawang Firewood Company to lay a
tram line from Knrrawang to Lakeside, and
for what period? 2, The peried with regard
to-the concession to the Lakeside Company
to run over the Government line from Lake-
gide to Kamhballic?

The MINISTER I'OR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The agreement is not yet signed,
although the  conditions have been complied
with. 2, At the will of the Government.

QUESTION—NATIONAL WORKERS,
COMPENSATION, ETC.

Mr, TROY asked the Colonial Treasurer:
1, What amount has been expended to date
on National volunteer workers, compensation,
wages, and other expenses? 2, How was the
money disburged, and through whom? 3,
What were the amounts paid to agents, if
any, for disbursement?

The COLONIAL TREABURER raplied:
1, (a) Compensation, wages, and other ex-
pcndlture, £3282 153. 11d.; (b) cost of
Royal Commission, £360 11s. 3d.; total,
£3,643 7s. 24. 2, Paid in lomp sums on pro-
duetion of receipts by Robinson, Cox, Jack-
son, aud Wheatley, solicttors. 3, Answered
by (1) and {2).

QUESTION—POSTPONEMENT OF
DEBTS ACT.

Payment to Commissioner.

Mr. TROY asked the Colonial Treasurer:
1, Is he aware that the sum of £150, provided
on the Estimates for the year 1018.198 for
payment to the commissioner under the Post-
ponement of Debts Act, 1914, was struck ont
by Parliament? 2, Has the amount been
paid? 3, If so, to whom was it paid, and
why was the c,xpressed decision of Parlia-

‘ment contemptuously set asidef

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1, Yes.
2, Yes, and the item continued by Parliament
on the eurrent Estimntes. 3, To Mr. L. F,
Shapeott, on the instruetion ‘of the Govern-
ment of the day,

BILL (3)—FIRST READING.

, Ajana—Geraldine Railway.
Introduccd by the Minister for Works,

2, Roads Closure.
Introduced by the Premier.

3, Factories and Shopsa.
Iutroduced by the Minister for Mines.
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BILL—NORTHAMPTON MECHANICS’
INSTITUTE.

First Reading.

Introduced by the Minister for Works and
read a first time.

Mr, MALEY: I think there is an error
in the Order of Leave. There is no such
block as Northampton town lot No, 3135,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Bill
has been prepared by the Attorney General's
Department, and I think it scarcely likely
that any error has been allowed to ereep inm,

Mr. Maley: I undersiand the error arose
through a typist accidentally striking the
$414'7 pign, which has been perpetuated.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will-

make further inquiry into the matter and, if
necessary, have an alteration made,

Mr. SPEAKER: But the Order of Leave
ia to introduce a Bill for the purpose indi-
cated on the Notice Paper. There can be
ne amendment under the Order of Leave.

Hon. P. Collier: But why not have it
amended now® It is clearly an error, for
none of the blocke have a half attached to
their number.

Mr, SPEAKER: If on inquiry it is fonnd
to be nething more than a clerical error, as
suggested, it should be competent to have it
aet right,

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS3
SUSPENSION.

On motion by the PREMIER, ordered:
That for the remainder of the session the
Btanding Orders be suspended so far as to
enable Bills to be passed through all their
stages in one day, and messages from the
Legislative Council to be taken into consid-
eration on the day onm which they are re-
egived; also, so far as to admit of the report-
ing and adopting of the vesolutions of the
Committee of Supply and of Ways and
Means on the same day on which they shall
have passed those Commnittees.

BILLS (3)—RECEIVED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Droving Aet Amendment.
2, Fruit Cases.

3, Pure Seeds,

Read a first time,

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from
ments,

the Council with amend-

BILL—ANGLO-PERSIAN OIL
PANY, LTD. (PRIVATE).
Adoption of Select Committee’s report.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.48]: In moving the adoption of
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the report of the Belect Committee, I would
inform hon. members that the Committee sat
on three occasions and took evidence, from the
town c¢lerk, Fremantle, the representative of
the company, and also the local architect who
preparcd the cstimates and plans of the
scheme, which have been duly advertised and
were fully placed before the Committee. I
do not think I need at this juncture delay
the House by dealing with the report. That
can be done on the second reading of the
Bill. I move—

That the report be adopted.
Question put and passed.

As to Seecond Reading,

Hou. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.50]: In view of the fact that
the report of the select committee is favour..
able to this Bill, and of the lateness of the
session, T move—

That the second reading of thé Bill be
proceeded with forthwith.

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin) [4.52]: I would
call the attention of the Hounse to Standing
Order 53, retating to private Billa.

Mr. SPEAKER: Standing Ordor 53 is as
follows:—

Three elear days shall intervenc between
the report and the consideration thereof,
and no such consideration shall take place
unlesa the Chairman of Committees shall
have informed the House whether the Bill
contains the several provisions required
by the Standing Orders.

Mr. STUBES: As Chairman of Commit-
tecs I certify that the Bill contains the re-
quisite provisions,

Question put and passed.

Second Reading.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.54] in moving -the second read-
ing said: As hon. members will see from
the report of the seleet committee, this is a
Bill for the special purpose of enabling the
Anglo-Perstan Qil Company to provide stor-
age accommodation at Fremantle for oil
fuel. The company is purely a British com-
pany with a capital consisting of five million
pounds, of which the British Government
have invested no less than £2,200,000. The
British Governmeont have tho controlling in-
fluence so far as the oil company is con-
cerned, and I think I cap prove to hon. mem-
bera that it is the only company at present
outside the combination that deals in oil,
The trustees for the debenture holders are—

Rt. Hon. Lord Southborongh, P.C,

G.C.B, G.CM.G, Ri. Hon. Earl of Lich-

field, and the dircetors {qualification

£1,000) are Sir C. Greenway, Bart., Chair-

man and Managing; Admiral Sir E. J. W.

Slade, K.C.LE.,, K.C.V.0., Vice-Chairman;

Bir H. 8, Barnes, K.C8I, ECVO,;

J. T. Cargill, D, Garrow, J. Hamiltou, B.
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W. Lund, H. E. Nichols, Rt. Hon, Lord
Southborough, P.C, G.CB. G.C.M.G.; F.
C. Tiagks, R. I. Watson, Sir R. T. Wynne,

K.C8I, K.CIE. Appointed by His
Majesty’s Government: Rt. Hon, Leord
Incheape, G.CM.G., K.CLE, E.CS8.L;

Sir F. 'W. Black, K.C.B.

These are the directors of the company,
and the British Government have invested
money in this company for the express
and sole purpese of enabling them to have
supplies of oill not only temporarily but for
the use of the British mercantile marine in
variong parts of the Empire. I should like
to read to hon, members part of the discus-
sion which tock place in the House of Com-
mons when Mr, Winston Churchill, the first
Lord of the Admiralty, introduced the mo-
tion in the IIouse to permit of the British
Government investing in this Anglo-Persian
Qil Company,  Mr. Winston Churchili was
pointing out the urgent necessity for the Brit-
ish' Government taking ¢ontrol of the Persian
oil field before any of those, who were en-
tering into combination at present to trade
in 0il, got a2 leg in. The object also was to
enable the British Government to get supplies
of oil at a reasonable price. There was no
difficulty about getting the oil itself but
there was a difficulty as to the priee. In
order, therefore, to do this His Majesty’s
Government invested £2,200,000 in this par-
ticular concern, There was some objection
to this step heing taken by the British Gov-
ernment, but this came prineipally from
those who were already shareholders in the
Shell company, and the various oil companies
in the world. OQune objection was from the
military point of view, the fear being that
if somcthing turned up of a military nature,
the supply of oil might be cut off. After
Mr. Winston Churehill bad dealt with these
points he said—

At this point let me elear out of the
way the military argument—the great mili-
tary argument. There never has been, and
there nevar will he, any shortage of oil for
the British Navy in peaec or war, provided
you do wot mind how mueh you pay for it,
-and provided you retain the power to pro-
tect it in transgit on the high seas, The
supply of ¢il in peace depends on the priee.
Tn war the supply depends on prices, plus
foree.

He goes on to say—
Nobody cares in war time how much
they pay for a vital ecommodity, but in
peace—that is the period te whieh I wish
to dirget the attontion of the Tommittee—
priee is cather an important wmatter, and
as it takes many years, and as we hope
thore will be many years of peace to every
week of war, 1 eannot feel that we are not
fully justified in taking up the time of the
Committee in considering how, in yeoars of
peace, and in a long period of peace, we
may acquirg proper bargaining power and
facilities with regard to the purchnse of
oil, The price of oil does not depend
wholly or even mainly on the ordinary
workings of supply and demand. The de-
mand for oil is steady, and it is growing.
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There is a great potential demand behind
that whieh has already manitested itself.
“Although T think the demand for oil has
been scverely checked by the high prices,
"the demand cannot subside, certainly it
cannot sonddenly subside, beeause once
people are committed to the use of oil for
an engine or for a steamship, or for an
industry of any kind, it is not easy, and
frequently it is noet possible, for them to
go back to coal or some other fuel substi-
tute, This is particularly true, of course,
of war ships. We must have no illugions
on this point. War ships which have been
uilt to be driven by oil can pever be
driven by coui, and can never be adapted
to be driven by conl. So the oil consumer
is in rather an unusually weak position in
regard to purchasing oil, beeause he is so
eagily iiable to be made a forced purchaser
at an artificial price,
This is one of the principal reasons, accord-
ing to the debate in the Homsc of Commons,
why the British Government entered into this
undertaking, namely, on aceount of the priee
they have had to pay previously for oil sup-
plies. Mr. Winston Churchill continues—
This is, of course, particularly true of a
Government oil purchaser. The oil con-
sutner has not pot freedom of choice in
regard to other alternative fuels, but
neither has he freedom of choice in regard
to the sources of supply from whieh he can
purchase. Look out upon the wide expanse
of the oil regions of the world. Two
gigantic corporations—one in either henii-
aphere—stand out predominantly. In she
New World there is the Standard Oil,
against which the Cowdray interests main-
tain by war and by negotiation a very
powerful but semi-independent life. In the
Old World the great combination of the
Shell and the Royal Duteh, with all their
subsidiary and ancillary branches, has
praetically eovered the whole ground, and
has even reached, out inte the New World,
Agninst this, amongst British companies
who have maintained an independent ex-
istenee, the Burma 0il Company, with its
oftshoot, the Anplo-Persian 0il Company, '
is almost the only noticeable feature. . . .
Bince then we have experienced, in common
with private consumers, a long, steady
squeeze by the oil trusts all over the
world, and we have found prices and

freights raised steadily against wus
until we have been pressed to pay
more than double what a. few years

before we were accustomed to pay, yield-
ing a good profit to the producers for
the oil which was required. It i3 guite
true that these price movements arose
largely out of an increased demand by
the world, which is eager te use such an
extraordinarily convenient fuel, ., . ., I ean
assure the Committee that we have not
acted with preeipitaney in this matter. For
many yearg it has been the policy of the
Foreign Offier, the Admiralty, and the
Indian Government to preserve the inde-
pendent British oil interests of the Persian
oil ficld, to help that field to develop as
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well as we could, and, above all, to pre-
vent it being swallowed up by the Sheil or
by any forcign or cosmopolitan com-
panies. . . . We recognise in the Persian
fleld a necessary source of supply for a
long period of time. We recognise in it
the bhest souree from which we could ob-
tain the best kind of oil. We knew thut
it was in constant danger of being ab-
sorbed by some other combination, and
welded info an ever-widening priee ring,
We knew that by our contract we should
confer upon the Anglo-Persian Company an
immense advantage which, added to their
coneegsion, would enormously strengthen
the company and inerease the value of
their property. If this consequence avose
from the necessary action of the State,
why should not the State share in the ad-
vantage which we created? If, in any
case, we had to go so far, why should wa
not go a step further? Was it not wiser,
was it not more profitable on cvery ground,
naval, financial, and indeed equitable, to
acquire control of an enterprise which we
were bound to help and bhound to enrich,
whieh we alone could sustain, and on
whieh, to a large extent, we most rely? ...
From the naval point of view, the cnly
consequence of the wiping out of the Per-
sian oil field as a field upon which we
could draw, would be that we should have
to pay a higher price for the cost of our
oil than is fair, or than we hope to pay.
Mr. Churchill then pointed out that all the
money invested was used for the purpose of
extension, and proceeded—
But the money we pay gives us control,
go far as Admiralty interests require, of
the Anglo-Persian Co. and its concessions.
Wo can appoint ex-officio directors with a
power of veto, or in the alternative, if we
likke, wo can appoint an actual numerical
majority of individuals as directors on the
board . . . . None of the money will be used
in paying for goodwill or ¢commission, Tt
will all be used in the actual development
of the oil supply by the payment in cash
on approved estimates for actual plant
and. work, and it will all fall into the cco-
nemie life of the company in reference to
new purposes and the devolpment of new
assets, . . . All the eritieisms, so far, have
flowed from one fountain.
T inay state that the same fountain has been
flowing in Western Aunstralia with regard to
the project of this company, The Texas il
Company have started to move here. M.
Churekill continves—

They have all come, so far, from Sir Mar-
eus Samuel, one of the heads of the
Shell Company, and his spokesman, Dr.
Tvorkovitz, of the ‘‘Petroleum Review,'’
+ + .+ . These gentlemen wrged, if I may
judge by the public statements which have
been made, that a competition by the Qov-
ernment in the oil market will tend to
lower prices, and is unfair to the eil
trusts,

Then Mr. Churchill quotes articles which

have appeared in various papers regarding

the intentions of the British Government in
this conneetion, and he pointa out that even
in America the United States Government
have found it necessary to acquire oil fields
and to run pipes as a check upon the prices
charged hy the Ameriean oil companies. Re-
garding Sir Marcus Samuel, Mr. Churchill
Says—

The honourable gentleman has not had
to pay the prices which we have had to
pay on behalf of the Admiralty. Some of
{heir direetors dissociate themselves from
the criticism which has been made, and
Mr. Deterding in particlar has rendered,
and no doubt will continue to render, im-
portant services to the Admiralty in res-
pect of their oil supply. These gentlemen
are conducting their business with the ut-
nioat efficiency, and I do not at all eriticise
them from their point of view on the
course they are adopting. I am only stat-
ing the facts as they present themselvas
to the Admiralty’s mind. They have com-
Lined . gigantic oil properties all over tho
world., Some of their directors are on the
Loards of as many a3 20 oil companies,
To the Dutch FEhst Indies, Sarawak,
Borneo, Brunei, New Zealand, Russia,
Fgypt, Mecxico, California, Trinidad—in
all these quarters they have already estab-
lished a control or partial control of the
oil supply, and it is their policy—what is
the good of Winking at it¥—to aequire
control of the sources and means of sup-
Ply, and then to regulate the produetion
amd the warket priecc.  They have long
ioked towards the Porsian field, which is
the only large uncompromised area of sup-
ply we ean discover at present outside
Ameriea, and, if this Bill and this policy
were to fail, there is me doubt whatever
in my mind or in the minds of those on
whose advice T rely, that amalgamation
or merger of the Anglo-Persian with the
Shell, on some torms or other agreeable to
both parties, under some name very prom-
inently associated with this  country,
would probably take place in a very little
while, We¢ have no quarrel with the Shell.
We have alwaya found them courteous,
eongidernte, ready to oblige, anxious fo
serve the Admiralty, and to promote the
intoresis of the British Navy and the
Rritish ¥mpire—at a price. The only dif-
fieulty has been price. On that point,
of course, we have beea treated with the
full rigour of the game.

The British Government, it will be seen, have
beeome  sharcholders m the Anglo-Persian
Qit Comjany for the express purpose of pro-
teeting the consumers of oil fuel. Im the
course of the disenssion Mr, Ramsay Mae-

«lenald, who had been watching developments

in the Fersinn field very closely, said—

Another proposition was something to
this cfieet, that it was the duty of the
Government to do everything it ecould to
break monopolies. I agree, I should like
to say, in connection with this particular
agreement and the intention to break the
monopoly, that T hope the Government will
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not hamper the Anglo-Persian Company
in putting upon the market as liberally as
it possibly can every species of bhy-product
produced as the result of its business op-
erations. I have read everything I could
lay my hands npon that has been produced
in counection with this controversy, and
one of] the conclusions to which I have come
is that the letters and speeches, interviews
and prompuncemsents, made by Sir Marcus

Samuel and his friends seem to indicate

that they are not so much opposed to the

Qovernment going in for making itself

direetly responsible for the preduetion of

pure oil, but that they are far more con-
cerncil with the marketing of by-products.

I hope that the Government will give them

no mercy. The Government will certainly

not do its duty to the country and to the
consumers of these by-preducts if it shows
the least merey in that respeet . . . The

Empire and the Union Jack are usually

dragged ino this controversy, not for pat-

riotic purposes, but for the sake of profits
and business arrangements.

My, Jones: They always are.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The extracts [
have read show comclusively the necessity
that exists for the establishment of this
British ecompany, which has as one of ita
sharcholders the British Govermment, who
are in & position to direct the policy of the
company. The establishment of the com-
pany i3 essential for the purpese of keeping
in c¢heek the two huge combinations men-
tioned hy Mr. Winston Churchill, which are
now, and have for some time been, dealing
most unfairly with the users of oil fuel. The
purpose of this Bill is to allow the Anglo-
Persian Qil Company to store oil at the port
of Fremantle, The company intend as far
ns possible to provide for storage of oil at
all the principal ports of the British lim-
pire. They intend to operate in the Iastern
States the same as here. Hence, ships using
oil fuel will pass by our ports if that fael
i3 not available here, and in such circnm-
atances we shonld not have the advantage
of shipping that burns oil. The company
have & purcly British directorate, and this
Bill merely sceks to enable them to earry thelr
pipes through the streets of TFremantle,
There are various objections to the Bill as
presented by the petitioners, and a number
of amendments were suggested by the Fre-
mantle Municipal Council, Those of the
smendments which the scleet committes
thought desirable in the interests of the
town of Fremantle have been embodied in
the Bill. For some considerable time the
company have been endeavouring to arrange
matters with the Fremantle Municipal Coun-
eil without the intreduction of this Bill. In
all probability the council would have given
the company power to lay pipes through the
gtrects, but in those ecircumstances there
wonld be no protection for the company;
the council would be able to order them to
remove their pipes anywhere, and any per-
son could interfere with the pipes. Henge
the introduetion of this Bill. The company’s
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intention is to expend on the proposed works
approximately £31,000.

Mr, Pickering: Does that estimate include
the cost of the reservoir?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. That is the
engineer’s estimate. The idea is to begin
by building a tank of a capacity of two
nillion gallons, If the company failed to
carry out the works at Fremantle, it would
be a grent loss to Western Australia, as ships
that burn oil require provision in every port
to replenish their fuel supplies. These tanks
will be built at a considerable distance from
the harbour and there will be no fear of dan-
ger. Every precaution has been taken that
the works shall he carried out with due re-
gard to safety, so that there shall be no risk
of fire to adjoining property. The protee-
tion of the harbour and the railway is pro-
vided for, 'The Bill stipulates that before
the vompany ean interfere with the railway
or Harbour Trust property, the consent of
the Minister controlling the railways or the
Harbour Trust must first be obtained. There-
fore, the Bill will not apply to either of these
concerns until the consent of the controlling
Minister. hag been given. The principal por-
tion of this Bill deals with the opening up
of streeta, We have provided that the
Fremantle Counecil shali have powers which
are not inelnded in the Munieipal Corpora-
tions Aet.  Under the Municipal Corpora-
tions Act, the council can rate an undertak-
ing on the improved wvalue of the land or
the annual reantal value, but in this case it
would be difficult to arrive at the value and
the rates would amount to only £11 or £12
per annum, Seeing that the company will use
the streets, it was thought that the Freman-
tle Council should be able to rate the eom-
pany on somewhat similar lines to the rating
of the Fremantle (ias Company, though the
quantity of piping te be laid by the com-
pany will be very small in comparison with
that of the gas company. We found that
the Fremantle Gas Company ure paying ap-
proximately £133 per annum by way of rates
to the Fremantle Council and, wunder this
Bill, we have provided that after two years
have been allowed for the construction §f the
works, there shall be a minimum rate of
£100 per annum or a sum equal to one-eighth
per cent. of the amount actnally received
by the company for the sale of the oil and
liguid fuel conveyed throngh - the pipes,
whichever is the greater. 1f the tank is
emptied once a year, the amount of rates
will be approximately £90 or £100, and we
have provided a minimum of £100; but the
oftener the tank is emptied, the greater will
be the amount of rates payable to the muni-
cipality. Provigion iz also made whereby the
publi¢ will he protected in regard to any ne-
cifents which may occur through the neglect
of the company. The Bill does not relieve
the company from any liability for accident
in carrying out the provisions of the meas*
ure. It does not grant exclusive rights of
monopoly to the company. It will be open
to any other company, if they so desire, to
secure a private Bill for similar purposes.
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The select committee thought it wise to add
g clause, to which no objection has been
raised by the representatives of the com-
pany, that if the work is not commenced
within two years, this Bill shall lapse. We
thought that o measnre of this deseription
should not be allowed to stand indefinitely
-on the statute-beok without the undertaking
being ecarried out. I have every confidence
in asking members to pass the Bill and I
nove—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a secand time.

In Comumittee,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; Hon, W, C, Ang-
win in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clause 4—Power to construet works:

My, JONES: I should like an explanation
of *“works’’ in paragraph (a). The com-
pany will have power to ereet, construct, lay
down, cstablish and fix all necessary works
for distributing oil in or under any street,
and the definition shows that ‘‘werks?’
means all  buildings, erections, reservoira,
works, plant, machinery, apparatus, pipes,
mains, conncctions, and all other works
eonnected with and incidental .to the
undertaking, or by this measure or in
any other way authorised to be constrneted
or undertaken by the company, This com-
hing would have power to crect & reservoir
in o public street, if neeessary.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This clause was
altered at the request of the Fremantle Coun-
cil.  The company must have power to ercct
works; otherwise of what use will the pipes
bef

My,
works?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: On the land men-
tioned in the preamble to the Bill

My, Jones: Why does not the Bill say sof

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Bill does say

Jones: Where will they ereet the

50,

_Mr. JONES: The explanation i3 not satis-
factory.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Read pardgraph (b}
of Clause 4,

My, JONES: That gives power to lay the
pipes uwnder the streets. Paragraph (a) un-
doubtedly pives the oil trust power to creet,
construet, and fix all necessary works and
perform all such aets as may be necessary
for storing, supplying, and distributing oil
in or under any street or in, on, or under any
railway or wharf, I should like the Attorney
General to give us the legal interpretation.
T should ehject to an oil plant being erected
before my front door,

Mr. ROBINSON: T consider the claunse is
satisfaetory. The paragraph- mentions
“¢necessary’’ works.

Mr, Jones: Who shall say what are neces-
aary works?
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Mr., ROBINSON: The clause does not
Lear the wmeaning suggested by the member
for IMremantle. It would be impossible for
any draftsman to say where the particular
works should be constructed. This is a gen-
eral provision giving general power,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I feel
somewhat diffident in offering an opinion
beeause, as the advertisements show, I be-
long to a firm of solicitors who have been
cmployed by the company to attend to legal
matters connected with the private Bill. The
object of the clause is' first of all to give
general power to carry out the scheme of
erecting, comstructing, laying down, estab-
lishing, and fixing all necessary works, The
next is to enable the company to perform
all such other acts and things as may he
thought noeessary for storing, supplying, and
distributing oil and liguid fuel i or under
any street or railway or wharf. Hon, mem-
bers need not concern themselves with regard
to the railway or wharf beeause they will
find in the proviso there is a sufficient safe-
guard., The econsent of the Minister must be
obtained to open or break up or interfere
with any railway or wharf. T shall welecome
obgervations by other legal members of the
House on thiz subjeet.

Mr, PILKINGTON: This clause seems to
givg immense power, and the proviso which
has been wisely put in only limits that power
in dealing with railways or wharves, It
scems to me that therc should be a proviso
imposing n similar limitation in regard to
other powers which are granted.

The Attorney General: The bill
useless if you do that.

Mr, PILKINGTOXN: There is au cnormous
power given to the eompany to ercct, con-
struet, lay down, establish, and fix all neccs-
sary works, in or under any street. There
is further power given to the company to
break up and interfere with any strect, rail
way, or wharf, and any sewer, drain, or
tunnel within or under any street, railway, or
wharf, ete, The limitation which is imposed
by the proviso might well be imposed in re-
gard to the other powera. T eannot see that
it would cause any grester diffieculty to the
eompany.

Hon, T, WALEER: The company require
authority to do what is specified, or else they
cannot go on with the work, To gas and
electric light companies similar powers are
granted. There cannot possibly be trans-
mission from place to place or from street to
street without interfering with the street,
and the whole question is whether it is worth
while, from the benefits that are to be ob-
tained from the establishment of a eompany
of this kind, to grant the company the au-
thority given by this provision. Tt must not
be taken .for granted that they have whole
power regardless of anybody or anything,
for before they commence these works they
will be compelled to draw plans-and forward
specifications and all details, not only a3 to
where they intend to do the work, but as to
how it is to be done, and moreover to ses
that it is dome in A manner that will not be
injurious to the eitizens’ rights or intercsts,

will be
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and the local body will have the power to
send a supervisor to keep in touch with the
work, There will be no ignoring of the local
authorities if the plans do not meet with the
approval of that loeal authority. Counge-
quently I sec no danger in the scheme. If
wo grant the local authorities power to pre-
vent injury to private property and the in-
terests already established, we shall have
safeguarded the gemeral public sufficiently.

Mr. JONES: There should be g proviso to
this clause to the effcet that the works should
be deemed by the Minister to be necessary.
That would provide a sufficient safeguard. 1
am quite satisfied that the Minister for
Works, whoever he might be, would offer no
opposition to any work being done,  The
Minister is the direct reflex of the majority
of the people, whereas the local authority is
a retlex only of the ratepayers.

Mr. ROBINSON: In the second pro-
vise the words, ‘‘as defined by’’ may re-
late to the word ‘‘consent’’ or o the word
‘'Minister.,”! We can prevent any captious
objection by substituting for ‘‘ans defined
by’’ the word ‘‘administering.’’ I move
an amendment—

That in line 4 of the second proviso the
words ‘‘as defined by’’ be struck out, and

“* administering '’ be inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr, ROBINSON: TUnder the second pro-
viso the Minister may consent to the exer-
cise of the power provided, or may vefo it,
but cannot make conditions or in other ways
alter it. 1 move an amendment—

That the following be added to the pro-
viso, ‘‘subject to suech conditions as the

Minister may deem expedient.’’

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. JONES: I move an amendment—-
That the following be added to stund

as the third proviso, ‘‘Provided also that
zll pians and specifications for supplying
ur distributing in or under any street shall
first be submitted to and approved by the
Minister for Works.?’

I have already explained my reasons for the

amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 5—Notice to be served and plan
deposited before breaking up strects, ete.

Mr. ROBINSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘“plan’' in line 6 the words
““with descriptive specifieations’’ be in-
serted.

| ase the words *‘deseriptive’’ beecause the
speeification need not be a detailed one to
supply what I want, )

Mr, PICKERING: 1 do not think
qualifying ‘*descriptive’’ is necessary.
provide a specification will be suflicient.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: I do not think
the words are required at all. If hom. mem-
bers will road the clause they will ses that
the company has to depesit o plan setting
forth the extent to and the mapner in which

the
To
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it proposes to cirry out such work. Fancy
supplying a description of the proposed lay-
ing of a pipe along the street! Surely it is
not necessary to explain in writing that the
earth will be fpken out with 2 shovel and
remeved in a wheelbarrow! Moreover, under
the previous amendment the Minister has to
approve the work,

Mr., ROBINSON: It must be remembered
that the local authority as defined is not
necessarily the Fremantle Municipal Council,
but includes the Commissioner of Railways
und the Fremantle Harbour 'U'rust. The pipe
will eross the territory of all three authori-
ties. The Engineer-in-Chief, who will have
to decide for the Railways and for the lecal
authority, will require something more than
% plan, will require also a specification.

Mr. PICKERING: The company will have
to submit for approval a specification. There
are many ways in which a service may be
laid. I think it is advisablo fto have the
word ‘‘specification’’ inserted. '

ifon. W. C. ANGWIN: Wg have already
agreed to something which practically com-
plies with what the hon. member desires, 1n
the first pluee the approval of the company’s
propesed works may be subject to eonditions,
and the conditions will be those under which
the pipes are to be laid. There i8 no neces-
sity for the amendment.

Mr. Robinson: In view of the previous
amendment, I will withdraw this one.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr, ROCEE: Already provision is made
for the Minister of Railways and also the
commisgioners of the Harbour Trust, to he
consulted, but no provision is made tor the
company consuelting the local authority, snch
as the Fremantle Muwnieipal Council, in con-
neetion with the breaking up of streets. The
elause provides that the eompany shall pre-
sent their plans to the local authority and
may then proceed with the work under the
superintendeney of the loeal anthority., I
think the local autherity should have the
right to say in what wmanner the work
shall be condueted. I move an amendment—

That after ‘soperintendencte’’ in line

12 the words ‘‘and with the consent’’ be

inserted. :
This will provide for the local authority be-
ing eonsulted.

Hon. T. WALKER: I trust the amend-
ment will not be persisted in becanse it
really reduces the atter to one of absurdity.
The plans and specifications and all the de-
tails are subject to the approval of the Min-
ister for Works and the plans are then sub-
niitted to the couneil. After these have been
passed by the Minister for Works, would it
not be abanrd for the council to be able to
stop them?

Mr. Rocke:
themeelves.

Hon, T. WALKER: These are inferen-
tinlly under the supervision of the council,
who ¢an appoint their own superintendent to
be there all the time and see that the plans
and speecifications are followed.

Tt i o matter of the works
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The MINISTER FOR WORES: Even
to-day, when we are laying pipes in Perth
or Fremantle, we discover pipes of which
there is no record. Is it the intention of the
hon. member, in the event of some old pipe
ling being discoverod, which may necessitate
an alteration in the plans and specifications,
that the works in question should be sus-
pended until such time 23 new plans and
specifications have been prepared? I do not
think there is any difficulty in connection
with this elanse. It is inconceivable that the
company would do anything in the way of
pipe laying which wonld be opposed to the
wishes of the local authority.

Mr. ROCKE: Although I have not the
same confidence in a limited liability com-
pany that the Minister posscsses, in view of
his remarks and those of the member for
Kanowna, I desire fo withdraw my amend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Clanse put and passed.
Clauses 6 to 9—agreed to.

Clause 10—Power of local authority to
alter the situation of pipes:

Mr. ROBINRON: In view of the proviso
added to Clause 4, and in order to bring
this clause into line, I move an amendment—

That after the word *‘‘Act’’ in line &
there be inserted the words, ‘for in
breach of any condition imposed by the

Minister ag provided in Section 4.7?

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. ROBINSON: I
ment—

That in line 13, after the word fAct,’’
there be inserted the words, ‘‘or of any
sueh condition as aforesaid, or any other
default of the ecompany.’’

Amendment put and passed; the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Clause 1l1—agreed to,

Clause 12—Damages for accidentally dam-
aging works:

Mr. ROBINSON: 1

ment-—

Ld
move an amend-

move an amend-

That the following proviso be added:—
‘“‘Provided that such section shall not be
deemed %o ¢nlarge in any way the obli-
gations of the Commissioner of Railways
or the Fremantle Harbour Trust under
their respective Btatutes, '

Agsuming that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, ar anyons in the service, wrongfully
broke a pipe or some apparatus belonging
to this company, would the provisions of
this measure apply if he were sued, or would
the provisions of the Railway Act apply?
Under the Railway Act it is provided in
Seetions 35 to 38 that suits may be brought
against the Commissioner, how they shall be
brought and when the action must be
brought, and when notice shall be given, I
do not want the sections of the Railway Act
dealing with the Commissioner to be en-
larged by reason of this clnuse. The Rail-
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way Commissioner is also a common ecarrier,
but he is only liable as a common carrier
in particular instances. Do the words of the
clause widen these powers?

The Attorney General: What has this to
do with the Commissioner being a c¢ommon
carrier?

Mr. ROBINSON: The same argument ap-
plies to the Fremantle Harbour Trust but in
a special way, The wharf is made of timber
and there are piles or bollards there. A
large mail steamer driven by the wind may
be swung inte the wharf and spring it over.
If any of the pipes throngh which the oil
travels happen to he broken, the guestion
might arise as to the liability of the Har-
bour Trust. I do not want to see that lia-
bility widened beyond the liability existing
under the present Statutes.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: I hope the
amendment will not be agreed to. The Min-
ister has to set out the terms and conditions
as to how the pipes shall be laid down. If
any persen unlawfully breaks these pipes, ha
should pay for them. T know what is be-
hind the amendment. It is that the Com-
missioner should have power to arrange cer-
tain things and not the Minister. I would
point out that water pipes are already laid
down there.

Mr. Robinson:
on them.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Water would es-
cape mneh more quickly than oil. The 10im,
oil main will be laid along the roadway and
not on the wharf at all.

Mr. Robinson: The valve would be on
the wharf,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: These pipes must
be constructed on the plan that is deemed
expedient by the Minister.

Mr. Robingon: I presume you do not want
to widen the liability.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Tt does not widen
the liability. The first Bill contained the
wordas ‘‘carelessness or aceidental,’’ but
these words have now been struck out of the
Bill on the rccommendation of the Fremantie
#ouneil.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to ¥.80 p.m.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: No amendment
of this elanse is necessary, as the work to
he done by the company will be done under
the supervision of the Minister for Works

and of the Minister controlling the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 13 to 17—agreed to.®
Preamble, Title—agreed to.
Bill rcported with amendments, and the
report adopted.
BILL--INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Mr. Stubbsg in the Chair;
General in charge of -the BilL

They have a sliding sleeve

the Attorney
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Clauvses 1, 2, 3—agveed to.
Clause 4.—Amendment of Seetion 15:

"Mr. HUDSON: On the second reading I
pointed out that injustice might result if
this clause werc passed in its present form.
‘I illustrated the position by quoting the ease
of a man who had sold a dray and some har-
ness to a farmer on the Industries Assist-
ance Board, and who has not heen paid yet.
That man may not be paid for a long time,
if ever; and the Govermment have security
over the dray and harness. It is true that
under this Bill the Government have in con-
templation the payment of existing liabili-
ties, but there is no obligation on their part
to moeet those liabilities. T bad intended to
move an amendment striking out the words,
“prior cneumbrances’’ and suhstituting for
them ‘‘existing liabilities of the applicant.’’
However, that amendment might have the
effcct of nullifying the Government security.
I therefore move the following amendment—

That after ‘‘encumbrances,’’ in line 4,
there be inserted ‘‘and the existing lia-
hilities of the applicant.’’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Section
16 of tho primcipal Aet, as it stands under
Section 8 of the Industries Assistance Act
Amendment Act of 1917, provides that—

the principal and interest of all advances

made, or deemed to have been made, un-
der this part of this Act shall be, and un-
til fully paid shall remain, a first charge
in favour of the board in priority to all
other encumbranees— (a) upon the estate
or interest of the applicant in all lands
beld eor occupied by him for agricultural,
farming, or grazing purposes, ineluding all
such lands held by him under lease or eon-

tract for the purchase thereof, or as a

homestead farm, or otherwise; and (b)

upon all erops to be sown in or grown

upon all such lands and the produce there-
of, and the share of intarest of the appli-
cant in any other erops wheresover grown,
and (e} mpon eall implements, -live stock,
and the progeny thorgof, and other chat-
tels supplied to the applicant under this

Act.

The objeet of the amendment moved by the
member for Yilgarn is to insert the words
‘‘and the existing liabilitiea of the appli-
cant,’” Existing liabilities have no security,
but would be ordinary unseenred debts. In
regard to any balance unsecured to the board
the board ranks as an unsecured creditor, to-
gother with all other unsecured creditors
who would share pari passu in the proceeds.
The amendment would not be workable, The
hon. member seeks to give security to exist-
ing liabilitics which are unsecured.

Mr. Hudson: No, to exempt them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
amendment 1g- passed the objeet of the Act
will be defeated. Part of the assets of the
debtor mot seecured to the board might con-
gist of a team of horses nacessary for the
working of the farm. Suppose an outside
ereditor levied execution on the horses and
satisfledl his debt, the board would be obliged
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to make further advances to the debtor i
order that he might continue te work ki
farm,

Mr. Hudson: Suppose the team of horae
had not been paid for.

The ATTORNEY * GENERAL: I wm
speaking of the obligation on the board t
make advances to the debtor in order ths
he might continwe to work his farm, an
that the Dbenefit of the security might m
main to the board, If the horses were m
paid for and had been bought from som
one who knew the majority of the pu
chaser’s assets were secured to the board—

Mr. Hudson: He might come under tt
board later on, and then you would grab v
everything,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We m
dealing with people who are at present und
the board.

Mr. Hudson:
under the hoard.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ag r
gards future transactions, it would be pe
fectly well lkmown that the board had s
curity not only for themselves but as tru
tees for other creditors.

Mr. Hudson: The other creditors have )
spy in what advances are made by the bow
tv the farmer,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The obje
is to prevent any creditor eoming in m
getting an advantage by issuing ecxecubii
and selling these chattels and compelling t
board to make further advances in order th
the debtor might be able to work his farm.

Mr. Hudson: Your argument docs uot ho
good in regard to prior cmcumbranees,

Mr, WILLCOCK: Does the amendme
mean that the board will take over live sto
and every thing else and get the proeec
and, in the event of a dividend remaining,
shall be distributed to unsecured creditors

The Premigr: No, the whele of the m
ceeds will be distributed.

Mr. WILLCOCK: If a man has a crop
wheat, the board take over the whole of
They deduct interest and payments due
the hoard, and any income that the farw
receives from live stock may be retained
him. Docs the amendment mean that a
proceeds from lJive stoek will go into the p
and be dealt with like all other assets of 1
board? )

The PREMIER: It mncans that if there ¢
several mnsceured ereditors, none of the
creditors could step in and seize the sto
I tried to get a clanse of this deseripti
passed three years ago. To-day the farn
might sell his stock, say a team of hora
and pocket the money to the hurt of
creditors.

Mr, Hudson: You protect the seeured a
not the unsecured creditors.

The PREMIER: We have no nced to p
teet the secured creditors. .

Hon, P. Callier: Of course the farn
would not sell his horses under such eon
tions.

The PREMIER: He should not be [
mitted fo sell them.

Or may at any time cow
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Mr, Hudson: I think you will encourage
dishonesty rather than otherwise.

The PREMIER: The board find the whole
of the money to grow the crop and, after
charging interest and other things, the sur-
plus is distributed.

Mr. Hudson: And you charge the ereditor
for collecting his money.

The PREMIER: There is a small charge.
The clause is necessary for the protection of
creditors who have had to stand out of their
money for several years. '

My, Willeock: And for the board too.

The PREMIER: This clause has always
met with opposition in this House, and I

. cannot understand why.

Mr. Hudgon: Yon should take it subject
to existing conditions,

The PREMIER: When the stock is sold,
the proceeds will be distributed on a pro rata
basis between the board and the creditors
the hon. member secks o protect.

Mr, Hudson: Whed will the final distribu-
tion ba made?

Mr, Willeock: When the board have got all
they want.

The PREMIER: No, we distribute the pro-
ceads year by year, If the clause is not in-
cluded, these chattels might be attacked by
any single creditor to the disadvantage of
other creditors,

Mr, Pickering: I think youn will disecourage
stocking.

The PREMIER: I do not think it will
have that effect.

Mr, MALEY: If the Minister intends to
asgume control of the whole of the stoek he
ought in all fairness to review the ratio of
assistanec heing given to the settlers.

The CHATRMAN : We are dealing with the
amendment.

Mr. MALEY: T am endeavouring to show
why neither the amendment nor the clause
should be accepted. Many setilers have never
drawn anything like the maximum allowance
from the board because they were receiving
revenue fromn their stock. I admif seme con-
trot should be obtained over the assets not
seeured by the prineipal Act. We know there
was a storm in a teacup over the assistance
to scttiers, and it resnlted in the resignation
of a Minister, The ex-Minister issued an
ediet that farmers had to hand over the pro-
ceeds from stock.

Mr, Hudsou: They have to on stock sup-
plied by the board.

Mr. MALEY: There are thousands of
gheep which are held under the leasing sys-
tem, .

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
confing himself to the amendment.

Mr, POLEY: Under the existing Act, the
farmer has had the right to sell his stock.
If, instead of selling his wheat, he feeds it to
pigs and sclls the pigs, could not he escape
the obligntion of which the Attorney General
spoke? Will the amendment give the farmer
this right which other farmers de not pos-
sesa?

Mr. HUDSON: No matter what the con-
ditions may be under which a farmer has
neqnired stock or implements. or anything
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else, this security will cover it because it
will come within the purview of the board,
[ want to see that whilst the farmer is being
looked after, the rest of the community are
also treated fairly. I have no desire to em-
barrass the board or the Government, and I
do not want to stultify the Act in any way,
but an injustice will be worked if the clause
is left as it is, or if it has a retrospective
effect. T suggest that the Premier accept an
amendment so that the clause will not ecome
into operation for & period of three or four:
months. That would give notice to the eredi-
tors of the position and they could then
proteet themselves,

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. WILLCOCK: What i3 the policy of the
board in connection with this matter? A man
may dispose of stoek; will the proceeds of
the sale be treated in the same way as js |
being done with wheat nowf Will the pro-
ceeds be taken by the board, or will they bo
distribnted amongst the creditors? A man
may be increasing his capital aceount and
getting considerably better off at the ex-
pense of the people to whom he owes money.
Will the proceds of the sale of atock be taken
by the board or will those proceeds be dis-
tributed amongst the creditors?

The Premicr: This elanse will protect the
creditors,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Will everything be
dealt with through the hoard? Does this
mean that the proceeds from the sale of
atoek will be dealt with hy the board¥

The Premier: Yes.

Mr., WILLCOCK: That is different from
what the policy nf the board was before.

The Premier: No.

Mr, WILLCOCK: It must be. Does the
clause mean that the proceeds will he dealt
with by the board?

The Premier: I have said yes three times.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I realise that the en-
deavour of the Government is to proteect
themselves and to proteet the creditors
against dishonest men, . '

The Premier: And protect the farmer too.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I would like to point
out that in certain parts of my electorate .
there arc settlers who are working hard,
They are honest men who are endecavouring
to do the best they ecan with the resources
at their disposal. I had trouble with the de-
partment a little while ago about a man whe
had o few pigs from the sale of which ho
was able to raise money. He fed those pigs
on the waste produets of the farm. That
man did not utilise the proceeds from the
sale of the pigs for his own benefit, but ho
paid for the labour of a man to further im-
prove the board's assets on the farm. I am
in accord with the desire to see that the
board is protected, but I am cohcernad
about the men who are striving to get along
in the mauner that T have quoted.

Mr, PICKERING: The department went
out of its way to encourage farmers to buy
stock, The clanse will mean that overy
farmer who trics te save money out of his
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sustenance allowance and is willing to put
that money into stock:

Mr. Maley: Save moncy out of 9s. a day?

Mr. PICKERING: They may be able to
do it sometimes. The clause will have the
effect of preventing farmers doing that. 1t
will be no use a farmer investing in atotk
if the only effect will be to mcrease the
socurity of the board.

Mr. MALEY: I should like the Premier to
explain the meaning of the phrase ‘‘pari
passu.’’ [ have forgotten all I ever learned
of Latin. I think we shouid have the mean.
ing in English,

Tho PREMIER: The Postponoment of
Debts Act will soon cease to operate and,
unjess the elause is agreed to, the ouiside
ereditors of the farmer will have the right
to suc him and secll any stock which he has
not sceured to the board. Only in the inter-
ests of the farmers am I concerned about
having this e¢lavse in the Bill. Tt does not
make very much difference to the board, ex-
copt that the farmer will not be able to earry
on his operations if his stock and plant are
taken from him. The distribution of the
proceeds of the sale of any of his stock will
be made on a pro rata basis between the out-
side ereditors and the board. I advise the
Country party to agree to the clause; with-
out it the farmers will not be safe.

Mr, WILLCOCK: T am glad of the dis-
¢usgsion. 1 was inclined to think the clauss
was Joaded, but ontil the Country party
membera elncidated the position by question-
ing the Tremier, we had not the real effcet
of the provision. The farmers have been
protected for long past and been permitted
to scll their stock and dedge payment to
their creditors, Now that there is a possi-
bility of their ercditors being able to get
something out of the farmers on the cessa-
tion of the Postponement of Debts Aect, and
in order to permit the farmers to continue
dodging the payment of their debts, we are
to take them wunder the protection of the
T.AB. Tt is to be a substitution of a new
protection for the protection of the Post-
ponement of Debts Act. It is another sop to
the Country party. When are the farmers’
ereditors to get something of what ia owing
them? T object to the elanse and will oppose
it. The majority of the LA.B. farmers have
been able to build up their ecapital while
dodging payment to their creditors. The
clauge will indefinitely perpetuate that state
of affairs. Can the Premier tell us when
the T.A.B. is to go out of existenec?

The Honorary Minister: When
weather breaks.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The farmers' creditors
should bs given a chanee to come into their
own, I cannot see any end to the T.AB., yet
until that end comes, the ecreditors of the
LA.B. farmers must go wanting.

The PREMIER: To listen to the hon.
member, one would think the farmer desires
to rob everybody. As a matter of fact, if
the board had not come into existence, the
farmers’ ereditors would have lost a great
deal more than they stand to lose mow. Tt

the
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will be some comfort to the hon. member
to know it is cxpected that the farmers’ in-
debtedness to the board will be consider-
ably decreased as the result of the present

ecrop. To the 31st Mareh the outstanding
advances made by the board totalled
£1,200,000. It is expected that by the 3lst

of next March this will have heen reduced
to £750,000. )

Mr, Willeock: The ex-Minister told us that
three years ago.

The PREMIER: Of course no one can
guarantee what is going to bappen, but at
least the present crops are now  assured.
The outside ¢reditors will get more this year
than they expected. The 53, guarantee to the
farmer will represent a further dividend to
the creditors.

Mr. Willeoek:
ceasc.

The PREMIER: T do not know, any
more than does the hoh, member., I hope
it will continue as long as it is of resl use
to the eountry and to the farmer. It has done
a great deal of good and has served to pro-
duee millions of pounds worth of wheat,
which without the board would not have been
produced.

Mr. PICKERING: I view the clause
with great smspicion. It is going to have
a rather bad effect, and will deercase the
amount that will be returned to the farmer.
We have no guarantee that an increase will
be given to the farmers in the way of sus-
tenanee allowance.

The Premier: That was oppesed.

Mr. PICKERING: The cost of living has
gone up, and the incentive for these people
to save money and invest it in stock is
largely wanting.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and puassed.

Clause 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Continuvation of prineipal Act:

Mr. WILLCOCK: At this stage the Pre-
mier might give the Committee some idea
ag to how long this Bill will continue in
operation, He has expressed the opinion that
it will probably last a couple of years. Will
he agree to its terminating in 1022%

Tho Premijer: I agree.

Clawde put and passed.
Title-—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council,

When is the board to.

BILL—TREASURY BONDS DE-
FICIENCY.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Commitiee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil. .
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BILL—COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS
WATER SUPPLY LOAN ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; The Premier in
charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Contribution to sinking fund:

Mr. HUDSON: Ou the 12th of this month
I asked a question of the Minister for Water
Supply and I wish to rend both the question
and his answer, They are as follows:—

1, HaVu the Government recently reduced
the’ price of water to be supplied from the
Goldfields Water Scheme to consumers in
the agricultural districts? 2, Is it intended
to reduce the varojus prices charged in the
miving districts? 3, If so, when and to

- what extent? 4, If not why notf

The Minister for Wa_ter Supply replied:
1, Yes. 2 and 3, The whele question of the
incidence of water charges will be dealt
with when the Coolgardie Geldficlds Water
Supply Loan Aet Amendment Bill becomes
an Aect. 4, Answered by 2 and 3.

The Premier: This clause does ‘not deat
with the price of water.

Mr, HUDSON: It affects the general finan-
cial position of the water scheme, and the
* price of the water is involved in that, TUp

to the present the consumers on the goldfields
have been charged a cerfain rate, which has
been estimated on the fact that the scheme
had to pay a sinking fund upon the loan ob-
tained for the purpose of carrying out the
undertaking. The Mivister for Water Sup-
ply was able to reduec the priee of water to
agriculturists before the passage of this Bill,
but refused to give the mining community
any definite date after the passage of this
Bill, when be would alter the price of water
chnrged to them. This has been a great dis-
appointment to those engaged in the industry,
The question of the charges and the general
incidence relating to the goldfields water
scheme should he dealt with together. The
wmining community ought to bave preference

in any congideration for the reduction in the
" priee of water,

The CHAIRMAN: I have allowed the hon.
member to explain his point, bot cannot per-
mit any Ffurther diseussion along these lines
on this clause.

Mr, HUDSON: I must protest against the
action of the Minister in this matter, and
urge tpon the Premier to give an assurance

te those concerned in the mining industry -
that the promise made by his colleague will ~

be faulfilled at an early date.

The PREMIER: Any promise made by my
colleague will be honoured, I am unfortun-
ately not permitted to make a stafement ve-
garding water supply generally.

Clause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Counetl,

[62]
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BILL—ELECTORAL AMENDMENT.
In Committeo,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
General in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

tbe Attorney

Clause 3—Insertion of new section after
Scetion 44; cotnpulsory enrolment for As-
sembly :

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: The maximum

penalty of £10 proposed is too heavy. I
move an amendment—

That in the last line of Subsection (1)
of propesed new Seection 44a the word
“‘ten’’ be struck out and ‘‘two’’ ingerted
in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: On the same
ground, I move g further amendment—

That in the last line of Subsection (2)
of proposed new Section 44a the word
“"ten”’ be strock out and ‘‘two’’ inserted
in lew,

Amendment put and pasgsed,

Mr. PICKERING: On behalf of the
member for Williams-Narrogin I move an
amendment—

That the following be added to proposed
new Bection 44a to stand as Subsection

(4):—

‘‘The rcgistrar of the district conecerned
shalt issue a receipt to the elector for each
claim received.’”

I understand the Attorney General has no
objection to this amendment. The first and
second subsections carry penalties, and the
mere fact of non-enrolment within 21 days
after becoming entitled to enrolment is to be
deemed a contravention of the Electoral Act.
Therefore receipts should be given for claim
cards which are lodged.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I expected to
hear something on this amendment from the
Minister in charge of the Bill

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Having
ntade inquiries from the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer, I see no objection to this amendment.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Will it ecost the
country £500 or £1,000 a year to carry this
out?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
ion is that it will cost very little.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The giving of a
reccipt on every change of residemce will
cost a good deal. Under the proposed sub-
section a receipt will have to be given every
time an elector removes, not merely from one
eleetoral district to anether, but from one
street to another in the same distvict. 'The
Commenwealth Eleetoral Department, of
course, can easily send receipts, seceing that
they incur no postage. T hope the Attorney
General will take stepa to allow of the State
availing itself of the Commonwealth roll,
Cempunisery envelment is, in my opinion, an

My opin-

* impossibility for the State without a con-
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siderable increase in the State Electoral
staff.

Mr. PICKERING:; I hope hon. members
will earry the amendment. Many applicants
will hand in their applications persomally,
and will take the receipt away with them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I appre-
ciate the remarks of the member for North-
East Fremantle, Any Government in power
12 months hence will find it necessary to re-
vise the Electoral Act, and by that time we
ghall have had cxperience of how this amend-
ment works,

Mr. ROCEE: Even if the amendment in-
volves some expense, it is necessary in the
interests of justice. If a man lodges & claim
card and it is lost—as it may be—he is liahle
to prosecution. :

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 4—Substitution of new seetion for
Section 192; collection of fnformation for
preparation of rolls:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Here again a
maximum penalty of £10 is too heavy. I
move an amendment—

That in the last line of proposed new
Seetion 192 the word *‘ten’’ be struck out
and ‘“two’’ inserted in lieu. °

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to,
Clanse 5—Various amendments: schedule:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On the
second reading there was some misapprehen-
sion with regard to ballot boxes. The State
ballot box has an inside 1id with a slit in it,
and then an outside lid which locks. The
Federal ballot box has one lid with a slit
in it, but to eover that slit there iz a fas-
tener whieh is drawn over, being worked in
a slot, and is locked outside, That ¢over has
the same offact as the outfside lid

The CIIAIRMAN: We are dealing with
Clause 5 and not with the schedule.

Clause put and passed.

Clause G—agreed to.

Sehednle:

On  motion by the Attorney General,
schedule amended by inserting after ‘‘para-
graph,’’ in line 4, the fellowing words:
‘«8trike out ‘the outer cover of,” in para-

graph (3), and add to paragraph (3) the
following words: ‘The cleft shall also be

closed and sealed unless the ballot box is-

provided with an outer cover without a
cleft’ ’?; and by inserting after the word
‘“pecur,’” in line 9, the following words:
‘¢ Add to subsection (1), ‘The eleft shall also
be cloged and sealed ualess the ballot box is
provided with an outer ecovering without a
cleft.” *?

Schedule as amended agreed to.
New clause:

Hon, W, (:, ANGWIN: In dealing with
the Constitution
other night, the Attorney Gemeral pointed

Act Amendment Bill the -

[ASSEMBLY.]

out that the Act of 1918 was too severs in
that any pcrson who made an untrue state-
ment even in good faith was liable to a fne
of £20. That was not the intention of the
House, and I understood that the Minister
proposed to alter it,

The Attorney General: Yes, I said I would
if you let something else pass.

Hon, W, I, ANGWIN: Two wronge do not
make a right. I move—

That the following he inserted to stand
as Clauwse 7: Clause 5 of the Amending
Eleetoral Act of 1918 is hereby amended
by striking out of line 1 of Subsection I
of Section 188a the words *‘shall not make
any untrue,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof
the words ‘‘knowingly or wilfully making
a falge.’’

The section will then read—

A person knowingly or wilfully making
& false statement in any electoral paper,
or in onawer to -any question under this
Act, or in any information supplied to any
officer or canvasser for the purposes of the
preparation of new rolls. .

The Attorney General: T am not ohjecting.

New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted,

BILL—TRAFFIC.
Council’s Amendments.

Schedulz of 13 amendments made by the
Legislative Council now considered:

In Committee.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill

No. 1. (lause 4—Add to the interpreta-
tion of ‘‘district’’ the words ‘‘the term in-
cindes sub-district’?:

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to

No. 2, OClaunse 4—Add to the interpreta-
tion of ‘‘legal authority'' the words ‘‘and
as the licensing authority within the metro-
politan area, as defined by regulation’’;

The MINISTER FOR WORER: I have no
objection to this amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 4—Ingert after the inter-
pretation of ‘‘road’’ a paragraph as follows:
¢ ‘Sub-district’ means that portion of a
munieipal distriet or road distriet which is
within the honundaries of the metropolitan
area, as defined by regulation, where a por-
tion only of any snch distriet is comprised
within that area.”’
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"*The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendmont agreed to.

No, 4. Clause 13—In paragraph (f) strike
out the words ‘‘or the number of licenses
issued has reached’ the preseribed limit'’ in
lines 4 and 5:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not see that the
inclusion of those words will do any good.

Question put and passed;
amendnient agreed fo.

No. 5. Clanse 33.—Strike out the word
““Part’’ in line 2 and insert *‘divigion’’:

The MINISTER FOR WORRS: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Co}mcil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 6. Clause 34.—8¢rike out the first aix
lines and insert the following in Yeu there-
of :—No person shall carry or causc or per-
mit to be carried on any road by any vehiele
a greater weight, including the weight of the
vehicle, than that prescribed by the Fourth
Bchedule, for each inch-or portion of an ineh
of the width of the bearing surface of the
tire of each wheel of the vehicla.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment will he absolutely necessary if
we are to carry out the schedule suggested
Ly another place. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There is no neces-
sity now to cmploy a mathematician to work
out these weights, as they appear in the
sehedule they are clear and distinet.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Na, 7. Clause 38.—8trike out the words
“two miles’’ in line 6 and insert ‘‘one
mile??:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question pat and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 40, paragraph (n),—Be-
fore the word ‘‘regulate’’ insert the words
4¢prohibit or’’:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment deals with the regulation of pro-
gessions. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: These words were
in the Bil! when it was before this Chamber
in the first instance and they were struek
out on the motion of the member for North
Perth. In the future, however, the control
of procesgions will be in the hands of the
Minister and there will be no difficulty about

the Couneil’s
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them  provided they are carried out in a
proper manner. T hope the amendment will
be agreed to. The Govermnent represent
the whole of the State, and I do not think
this power should be left to 'a local auth-
ority. ‘

Mr. MUNSIE: I trust the Committee
will not agree to the amendment. It is put-
ting back into the hands of the loeal auth-
orities the power to prohibit processions.
The local bumbles of Perth, had they the
power, would have prohibited the recent
Eight Hours’ Day procession. Fven when
L was over, te vindicate their dignity they
had to prosecute the chief marshal. T aay
this absurdity should cease.

The Minister for Works:
upon the amendment,

Mr. MUNSIE: I hope the Committee will
not agree to it.

Question put and negatived; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 9. Clanse 40.—Add a new -paragraph
after paragraph (xii.), to stand as (xiii.}, as
follows:—*¢ Preseribe’ the fee and regulate
other matters for nny vehicle not otherwise
provided for in this Aet '?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I Move—
That the amendment be agreed to,

This will be a very useful provision. The
de\'g]opment of the Inotor vehicle is fairly
rapid, and already we have in Perth one
vehicle with five wheels. If the amendment
18 passed, it will enable the Minister to make
suitable provision for such vekicles,

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 10. Clause 40.—Add a new aragraph
te stand as (xiv.), as fol]ows:~£Reglapm
the use and driving of camcls, and for that
purpose may—(a) limit the number of
camels to be driven by one driver 3 (b) re-
quire the annual registration of camels and
the payment of an annnal registration for
pack camels’’;

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

This paragraph is ‘virtually a replacement
of the provision struck out when the Bill
was originally before us, The argument used
against it was that on ‘the Eastern goldfields
and on the Murchison all the camels were in
the hands of white men. Since then T have
been informed that the incidence of the pro-
vision relates more particnlarly to the Wiynd.
ham distriet, where virtually ail the camels
are in the hands of Afghans. I think those
persons should be made to contribute to the
revenue of the State in whieh they are doing
fairly well.

Mr. SMITH: I hope the Committee will
net agree to the amendment. On g previons
occasion we were most emphatic in striking
1t out, and I do not think the Minister hng
given any good reasons why it should be re-
instated. Virtually all the traffie in the far

I will not insist
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North is earried by camels. It would be most
unfair to further hamper that district.
‘Rather should we be progressive in our legis-
lation. There are already too many restrie-
tive regulations concerning the North.

Mr. DURACK: I hope the amendment will
be agreed to. In the Wyndham district thers
ard 300 or 400 camels, principally in the
hands of Afghans. None of those camels
are employed in wagons or drays. They pay
nothing for their agistment, but roam about
all over the place. I do not think their owners
should be allowed that latitude. The tax
will not be imposed upon camels used in
wagons or drays; it relates merely to paek
camnels whieh, in single file, constitute a de-
structive factor on our roads. The use of
camels in teams should be encouraged.

Mr. MALEY: T hope the amendment will
be agreed to. I think it only right that we
should have some control over the camels.
When we were dealing with the Road Dis-
tricts Bill, the Committee refused to give the
local authorities power to provide for the
registration of goats. This was done prim-
arily at the instigation of the member for
Cariarvonr {(Mr. Angelo), who made the as-
tounding statement that eamels were more
afraid of horses than were horses of camels.

Mr. ANGELO: I have no objection to
the amendment, whieh is quite different from
the original provision. This only deais with
the registration of pack camels. Many years
ago nearly the whole of the ecamels in the
North-West were owned by Afghans, To-day
every station owner has his camel team, and
nearly all the drivers in the Gascoyne are
white men. Very few of the ecamels are pack
camels, and they are practically all driven
in teams of 17. Camels have been found
to be very necessary in the Gascoyne district,
both for carting wool to the port and cart-
ing provisions back to the station. As they
are driven by white men I cannot see why
they should be treated differently from horses
or bulloeks. I have known of camses in which
camels have been more afraid of horses than
horses of eamels.

Mr. MUNSIE: If there is onc class of
camel that shouwld not be taxed in this coun-
try it is the pack camel, beecause that is the
anima) so largely used by the prospector in
his searches in the bush, Apparently, how-
ever, it is proposed to tax this particular
clags of animal, and to allow those who dre
making their living out of them, such as the
users in the North-West, to go scot-free.

The Minister for Works: Do you not think
we should regulate the nse of camels as well
as of other animals?

Mr. MUNSIE: T take exeeption to the
registration of pack camels in particnlar, and
the imposition of a license fee in connection
with them. T have no objection to the Minis-
ter getting all the information required, to
enable "him to register eamels, but I do ob-
jeet to this differentinl treatment in the case
of paek camels.

Mr. Foley: Cut out the word ‘‘pack.”’

[ASSEMBLY. )

Mr, MUNSIE: Then all camels would be
included. If the Minister would introduce
a clause providing for a registration fee for
cvery animal, horse, bullock, or camel, we
might be prepared to consider it. There are
more white men using camels to-day than
there are foreigners, particularly where they
are driven, I am not prepared to make a man
with a camel team pay a license when a man
with a horse team pays nothing. I move an
amendment—

That paragraph (b) of the Council's
amendment be struek ont,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is said
that there is a great deal of traffic as a
result of the use of camels. I understand
that therc should not be a prohibitive amount
imposed in connection with the registration
of sthese animals. If the hon. member wounld
be prepared to accept a suggestion from me
that the license fee in the case of camels
should not be more than 5s. that would be
agreepble te me. This would give us some
hold upon the owners of camels, who should
be regulated in some way. Under the old
Act there was provision for the imposition
of a fee of £1 in the case of camels for hire,
and varyving amounts in other cases.

Mr, Smith: Ancther department for eol-
lecting fees!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Appar-
ently I am always hurting the hon. member?s
feelings. The work weuld be dene, and the
fees would pay the expenses of officers who
already exist.

Mr. Foley: They pay a fee now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Why
shailld they not continue to pay a fee?

Mr. Munsie: Why. should they#

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I do
not care what colour the eamel drivers may
be, if they are getting their living in the
State they should eontribute towards the rev-
cnue of the State.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not prepared to ac-
cept the Minister’s suggestion. If he would
accept from me an amendment to strike out
all the words after ‘‘camels’’ and add the
word ‘‘all,’’ making the paragraph read
‘‘requirc the annuzl registration of all
camels,”’ I think that would meet with my
requirements. T have had numerous deputa-
tions from wen regarding the real position
g0 far as the use of camels is concerned.

The Minister for Works: You could get
twenty deputations from people in" Perth
against the income tax.

Mr, MUNSIE: And the Minister will get
them, too, becanse that is unjust. Why rlace
a special tax on those men beeause they hap-
pen to be using camelst

Mr, Foley: Their industry is not taxed as
much, .

Mr. MUNSIE: Under this Bill they will
pay just the same as any other class of
drivers, :
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"Mr. Smith: Why does the Minister want
registration of camels?

Mr, MUNSIE: For the purpose of taxa-
tion,

Mr, MALEY: In many parts of the State,
on account of the dry stages, horses could
not enter into competition with camels; but
elsewhere the horse is being unnecessarily
displaced by the eamel. The horse requires
feeding, and in that way promotes predue-
tion. A rvegistration fec should be imposed
on camels in order that their owners may
eontribute some revenue.

Mr., FOLEY: I have uo wish to see any
section of the community specially taxed,
Horses and camels have been used together
on the outback roads of this State, and
preatly to the disadvantage of the horse
owner, and also of the motor driver. Camels
are nearly always driven by Afghans, Horses
have to be fed, and petrol is very expensive;
vet the Afghan charges just as heavily as
the horse teamster or the motor driver, More-
over, the Afghan lives on the amell of an
oil rag; and thus he contributes little eor
nothing to the revenue of the State. The
white teamster or motor driver generally
maintaing a home, whereas the Afghan merely
camps alongside the road. Certainly, the
Afghan camel driver who competes with the
wheeled vehicle, which is taxed, should also
be taxed. The prospector who goes out with
perhaps one or two eamels will willingly pay
the registration fee when he knows that the
Afghans are paying heavily.

Mr. MUNSIE: Perhaps the Minister can
suggest an amendment which will get over
the diffienlty. I am willing to admit that
the man who uses paek camels should pay
something as well as the man who uses camels
to draw a wagon. A prospector generally
gocs ont with three eamels—two pack camels,
and a riding camel. Prospectors have already
expressed strong objection to paying license
fees on their camels. Under this amendment
cantels in a wagon team will not pay any fee
at all,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member’s difficulty might be met by impos-
ing a registration fee of 3s. on pack camels
used for the carriage of goods.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. T ask leave to with-
draw my amendment on the Conneil’s amend-
ment.

Amendment on the Council’s amendment
by leave withdrawn.

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: I 'will
withdraw my wmotion ‘‘That the Council’s
amendment be agreed to’' for the purpose of
suhstituting another.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
mMOVe—-

That the Couneil’s amendment be agreed
to subject to the following amendment:
¢“That in paragraph (b) all the words
after ‘of,’ in line 1, be struck out and the
following inserted in liew: ‘all camels,
and the payment of an annual registration

I now
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tee of five shillings per head for pack
camels nsed for the carriage of goods,” '’

Mr, MUNSIE: 8Should not the Minister
include the words ‘‘for hire’’?t The pros-
pector, whom I wish to exempt, carries.
goods.

The Minister for Works: T shall agree to.
insert a proviso to exempt prospectors.

Question put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR WORES: I move—

That the following provise be added:

*‘Provided that camels used for pros-
pecting purposes shall be exempt,’’

Question put and passed; the Council’s:
amendment as amended agreed to.

No. 11, Clause 61—After the word
“fand,’’ in line two, insert the words °‘Sub-
seetion (a) of’’:

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendment agreed to,

No, 12. New eclause—Add the following
clause, to stand as 12: ¢‘Apportionment of
fees between distriets.—12. (1) The local
authority of any district which has, after the
commencement of thiss Aet, rececived any
vehicle or other license fee for a vehicle used
for the carriage of passengers for hire, or
the carriage of goods for reward shall, if
the license bas been wholly or mainly exer-
cised in another district, pay such fee on
demand to the local authority of such other
district. (2) If any dispute shall arise be-
tween local authorities touching the question
as to which district a license has been wholly
or mainly exercised in, the question shall be
tried and determined by a police or resident
magistrate in acecordance with the preseribed
procedure. *’

The MINISTER FOE WORKS: Thiz is
the outcome of a particular ease that bap-
pened in the Leenora distriet. Cobb & Co.
run motor-cars, and the bulk of their time is
apent in the Leonora-Maleolin road district
bat, for some reason not quite clear, they
license one of their ears in one district and
another in an adjacent distriet, but none at
all in the Leonora-Maleelm distriet. It was
shown that, in the Mount Sir Samuel district
where they paid one fee, they stored a car
for one night, and in the Wiluna district
they had = car for only a day. The Leonora-
Maleolm distriet feel that they have a right
to their proper share of these fees. I believe:
the same thing occurs in a few other ont-
back districts, and I am advised that it is
only a matter of justice to agree to this
amendmert. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council’s.
amendment agreed to,

No. 13. New Schedale.—Add a schedule,
as follows:—Fourth Schedule.—The follow-
ing is the seale of weights referred to in
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‘SBection 34 of the Act, reg:u]ating load (in-
cluding the weight of vehicle) to be carried
according to the width of tire:

Welght per
Vehicle.| Wlidth of Tire. inch in Load.
hundrad-
welghta.
wheels, tons, cwt. ¢rs
For Tires of—
2 1} inches ... 4 0 12 QO
4 i .. 1 T 5 2
2 iy . 4 0 16 3
41 1 . 431 113 1
2 2. b 1 0 0
4 2 . 5. 2 2 0
2 28 . 6 T 7 2
4 2r . i35 2 17 2
2 3, 8 118 0
4 3 i 6 3 16 0
2 31 . L 2 5 2
4 [:1 S e | B 4 14 2
2 L, 7 2 18 0
4 4 " 7 5 16 0
2 4 ' 7 8 7 2
4 4 " 74 6 10 2
2 ] ' 8 4 0 0
4 5, b1 3 8 5 0
2 By |, 8t 4 13 2
4 By, 8} 01z 2

The width of bearing surfaco as defined by Sechlon 4 of
b he Act is for the tires as originally made, and docs not
;permit of any extra weight by increased width owlng to
.any spread of tire occnsioned by wear or otherwise,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
consequential, It provides a new scale of
weights which it is bhoped will prove safis-
factory. 1 am afraid some of the country
road districts will not be quite pleased with
it but it represents a compromise. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr, SMITH: The schedule does not ge
far enough. Whoever drew it up appears to
know little about it.
may ecarry 12 ewt. including the weight of
the vehicle, but the vehicle would weigh the
best part of 12 ewt. It will mean that people
who hire these vehicles will have to pay a
man to make two or three trips instead of
one.  The schedule might be suitable for
the country, but it is not saitablo for the
metropolitan avea, where we have good
roads, and where heavier loads could easily
be carried.

The Minister for Works: We have to deal
with sulkies.

Mr, SMITTI: A man with a light sulky
should be able to earry a heavier load on the
well metalled roads of the moiropolitan
aren. The weight should be increased by
"lewt. par inch.

The MINTSTER FOR WORIS: This Bill
applies to the whole of the State. Perth

has magnificent roads but the eountry dis- .

tricts have not and, if vehicles in the coumtry
are overleaded, they cut throngh the anrfaee,
and eause great damage. This schedule re-
jrresents a rood ecompromise.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair,)

“members
yet
-from a foot-note that ‘‘the Estimates a

A two-wheeled vehicle

- works and undertakings,’!

[ASSEMBLY,]

Resolutions reported, .the report adept
and a committee, consisting of the Attorn
General, the Minister ‘for Works, and 1
Munsie, appointed to draw up reasons i
disngreeing with one amendment and |
agrecing to amother with amendments.

- Roasons adopted and a Message aceol
ingly returned to the Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 21st November; M
Stubbs in the Chair,

Busincss undertakings, continued;
W. J. George, Minister.

Vote—Motropolitan Water Supply, Sew
age, and Drainage uundertaking, £88,084:

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: This is a ve
Jarge undertaking and involves elose on t
millions sterling. Surely the Minister w
give some information to the Committes
regard to it,

H¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. °
J. George—Murray - Wellington)  [10.41
The report of the Water Supply, Sewerag
and Drainage Department has been on t
Table of the Horse for some lit!
time, but I had hoped to get
printed and distributed amongst hae
before now. Unfortunate,
however, for various reasons it s n
available, Hon. members will s

bosed on rates of pay obtaining on the 1
July, 1919, that scveral industriés are n
before the Arbitration Conrt applying f
considerable inereases of pay, that ‘it is @
possible for the department to forecast t
effeet the awards may have on the costs
Hon. membe
will have noticed in the ‘‘ West Australian
to-day that an award has been given by t
Arbitration Court in conneetion with t
Railway Department employees. That awa
will make a considerable difference to t
whole of the labour employed by the Gover
ment of Western Austrahia. So far as t
Railway Departmeni is concerned T undc
stand that the difference will be conside
able, probably £250,000 per annum. 8o f:
as the departments which I control are co
cerned, the effect will be to increase the e
penditure by something like £50,000 per a
wum, T cannot give the apportionment .
this particular work, bat very few wordsa
required from me to show that our Estimat
of expenditure arc likely to be largely e
ceeded.  The amount of revenue receiw
and paid into the Treasury last year w
£146,500, ineluding about £4,000 ecash pa,
ments  for interest on sewerage main
capital and sundries. The actual amow
received, therefore, was £150,065. I
the  present financial year we e
pect  to  be able te collect £154,00
and a good deal of this i5 tp come fre
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increnses in the sale of water to the rail-
ways, shipping, and domestic services. And
further, 1 am pleased to say that the altera-
tion in the asystem of collection is bringing
into the Treasury a larger amount of
arrcars; in faet, looking at the collections up
to this day, I find we have already excecded
by about £2,000 the amount collected for the
same period of last year. T have had this
question of arrears gone into very carefully,
and wheu the figures were hrought before
me by the officers T wrote off about £2,000
which scemer to me to be uncollectable. As
to excess water accounts which have been
left after the tenants who should have paid
them vacated the houses—some will say it
should have been collected before the tenants
went out, but those cxperienced in household
property will know that the sudden de-
parture of a tenant is not always to be fore-
geen—] am sure we can do nothing more
than we are doing now, Wherever we find
amall c¢xcesses of water at the time of read-
ing the meter the ehief inspectors endeaveur
to coliect thereiand then., In a number of
cages the amounts for rates have been in
arrears for some time. Those cases are dealt
with sympathetically. [ think the Commit-
tee will he with me in this. When, as the
result of hardship, a man is prevented from
paying right up to the day, I do not think
the Committee would wish me to press him.
The expenses last year charged to Consoli-
dated Revenus amounted to £84,959, whereas
the estimate for this year is £88,000, or an
increase of £3,000. This is made up of in-
creases in salary expenditnre owing to ad-
vances which have been dealt with several
times in the House, and £2,000 operating
expenses, But, az I have previously stated.
the award which has been delivered will
cavse our cxpenditure to rise considerably.
Tu the working of the scheme the year just
passed has been rather a good one, as we
were able to use a large quantity of water
from the Victoria rteservoir, much more
than for many years past, with the result

that we were able to keer down our
pumping expenses. We have made pro-
vision in the [Estimates for the in-

erensedl cost of coal, and also in case there
is 8 further increased cost on account of
wages, The capital expenditure to the 30th
June last was £2,015526. The amount of
capital expended in weorks last ycar was
£53.525, The capital acconnt was redveed
by £21,038 thropgh the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department being relieved of the
capital expenditurc on the Wellington-street
buildings now occnpied by the Taxzation De-
partment. The main items of eapital ex-
penditure last “year were, supplementary bere
in Loftus-street, rising main, ete., £11,000, new
pumping plant at North Fremantle, £2300,
enlargement of mains and improvements of
water supplies at Nedlands, Midland, Guild-
ford, Armadale, North Perth, West Perth,
Claremont and Subiaco, £18,000; while
on acepunt of sowerage there is an
amount of £3,500 expended in the extension
of retienlation sewers, and £6,400 in the
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ercetion of new filter beds. The only storm-
water drainage work carried out last year
was the Hyde Park drain, representing:
£2,857. In regard to the future, the depart-
ment i3 faced with the fact that the con-
sumption of water is steadily increasing;
and many of the mains which were laid.
when the population was much smaller are
absolutely inadequate to meet the present
demand, We have laid down Mount-street
during the last 12 months a 36-inch main..
In the first place there was a 12-in¢ch main,,
and later the 18-inch main, which was laid
about ten years ago. We could have put in a.
smaller main on this occasion, but knowing
as we do that the growth of a city like Perth-
is very rapid, it was considered to be un--
econoinical to put down a 30-inch main, not--
withstanding that the 36-ineh main will not
be fully taxed during the next seven or
eight years. But the cost of raw material
has been very high, We have had to pay
at the State Implement Works and Mon-
teith’s for material to make the pipea about
50 per cent. more than we used to pay for
the finished article. We have paid up to £80
per ton for pipes which a few years ago-
would have cost £8 or £9. Thercfore the ef-
forts of the officers are directed to conserv-
ing the water and deferring aa long as it
is safe to do so the expenditure of the cap-
ital on the enlargement of the maing, Le-
cause we believe that within the next two.
years the cost of raw material will return to-
normal again, The enlargement of n main
in Perth is not to say that the revemuve will
be increased in proportion ton the expendi-
ture, The people are using more water, it
is true, but the vating in Perth proper.is so-
high that very little extra money ean be
expected from the increased sales of water,
beczuse the rating allows the consumers to-
take a very large quantity without further
expenditure.  Therc are various proposals:
afoot for improvements and extensions cover-
ing the requirements of this and future
years. I am sure the Committee will reeog-
nise that the engineers are carrying out their-
duties well if they are looking, not merely
to the next five or ten years, but are con-
sidering the ulitmate requirements of the-
city up to, say, 30 or 50 years ahead. T do-
not wish the Committee to understand that
we are entering upon a scheme such as that;
but whatever improvements we are making-
are all part of a scheme whieh, in the judg-
ment of the engineers, will be required at
the end of the period I have mentioned.
There arc some other matters which can be-
fully explained when wo reach the Govern-
ment Property Trust Account Estimates. Tt
is advisable that the water should be very:
earefully used in the ity supplies-
and that no waste be permitted. At
gowe periods of the year we are supplying
to Perth 12 million gallons of water-
daily. When the original scheme wag com-
pleted by Neil MeNeil, for whom T waa man-
ager, and woter was first turned on in 1801,
its eapacity was 500,000 gallons per day,
which was then considered sufficient to meet-
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all requirements for a number of years ahead.
I should like hou, members to understand
that whilst no doubt the department will be
able to meet the eall made upon it, it i still
advisable to preach economy in the use of
water, The Public Works Estimates show
that in 1916-17, when the metropolitan and
‘goldfields water schemes were amalgamated
us one ovganisation, the expenditure on sal-
.aries was £46,488. Tt is estimated that the
figure this year will be £41,311., The amount
expended oun salaries in the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department lIast year was
£22180. 'I'his year it is expected to reach
£23.204. The position in regard to the per-
manent officers of the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department who enlisted with the
ALTF. is as follows: from the 1lst July this
year to the 15th September, nine officers ve-
sumed duty, their aggregate salaries being
£1,584, while to wmake room for them, eight
temporary ollicers with aggregate salaries of
£1,110 were retrenched. There are still 15

permanent officers to return, their aggregate

salaries being £2,532. We find it is not al-
ways practicable to pay off a man to malke
room for another officer, as the returned sol-
diers naturally are somewhat out of touch
with their work and it is advisable that we
should keep on, for a little time at least,
officers thoroughly in touch with their work,
so that the returned soldiers may have a
chance to thoroughly understand the posi-
tion. Tt is very hard to retrench married
men with families who have been employed
a8 temporary officers during the absenee of
the soldiers. It is one of those things which
cannot be helped, and every effort is made
to deal sympathetically with those who have
to retire. TIf there is a chance to find
them employment in any other department
that chanee is availed of. The amended
rate books for this year provide for two in-
stead of three balances in the year, it being
found that two are quite sufficient, and that
as against three it saves vonsiderable expense
in books and clerieal work. The amended
rate notices for this year have resulted in the
saving of a fair amount. The departmental
officers are now writing up the rate books

in their ordinary time, which has effected a

saving of about £175. Formerly special men
had to be put on to do this work, or else the
departmental officers were called upon to do

it in  overtime. With regard to sewer-
age to the 30th Jone last, 615 sewer-
age house connections were made. Of

‘these 574, or 93 per. cent.,, were paid for
in foll.  An exteision of timo for payment was
given in ninc cases, while there are only 32
debtors to the department who owe small
Talances. The system established in comnee-
tion with the secwerage husines has proved a
great convenience to the general publie, aml
the action of the Government in installing
the system has hecn appreciated. We also
find that general complaints on the part of
the public have been eonsiderably minimised.
That is principally dne to the faet that an
officer has been specially appointed to go

[ASSEMBLY. |

irto these complaints and settle them at
once. ‘

[Mr. Piesse took the Chair.]

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [11,1]: The
Minister has stated that the expenditure last
year for the purpose of installing three new
mains in various places, ineluding North
Perth, amounted to £18,000. Later on he
urged upon hou. members the necessity for
seeing that cconomy was exereised so far as
the water supply was concerned. It is a mat-
ter of impossibility to be anytbing else but
scconomical in the use of water, it onc hap-
pens to be living in North Perth. It is im-
possible to get water in that loeality. I
was surprised to hear that o portion of this
£18,000 had been expended in North Perth
in Increasing the size of the main to that
district. The summer has hardly started and
we have only had one really hot day, but on
that day it was impossible to get sufficient
water to put on the garden, When the new
reservoir was put in at Mt, Hawthorn, the
position, so far as North. Perth is eoncerned,
was relieved to some extent. Since then,
however, it has become gradually worse,
During this summer, if we have a hot spell
I am afraid the people, partieularly thosc
who live at the top end, in Waleott-street,
for instance, will not get any water at all.
T trust the Minister will see that a more ade-
quate supply is given to that portion of the
city. In counection with the policy adopted,
I was told earlier in the session that 1 would
have an oprortunity of dealing with that on
this vote. It scems to me that the Govern-
went have adopted a principle, irrespective
of the justicc or otherwise of the pesition,
of putting officers off in order to replace
them by returned soldiers. The returned sol-
diers arc not looking for that class of re-
patriation. They 4o not want men put ont
of work in order that they may be given a
job, wmore particularly when it cotnes to a
qucstion of saerificing a man who has a
record of many years of good serviee. If
there are officers in the service who were
there before they enlisted and went to the
war, and whose placeg were taken temporarily
by other officers, I have no objection to the
old officers getting their positions ou their
return, Tt is, however, going too far to put
off & man who has been 18 years in the ser-
viee and whe was close on 50 years of age
when war was declared and against whom
there are no complaints, in order to replace
him by & returned soldier,

The Minister for Works: Are you referring
to Austin? If, so this man has not been put
off.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, but I do not know him
personally,

The Minister for Wiorks: I know he is a
really good man.

Mr. MUNSIE: I have it on good authority
that this officer was served with a notiee
that after a given date his services would
net be reguired.

. Ll
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The Minister for Works: He will not be
put off, If you had not brought up the mat-
ter I would not have put him off as I know
the man very well; but your information is
quite correet.

Mr. MUNSIE: I believe the same thing
has been done with other officers. I must
protest against the introduction by the Gov-
ernment of this principle of putting people
off in order to replace them by returned
soldiers. T am not, however, opposed to
preference being given to returned soldiers.
Where there is a job vacant for which two
men are applying, one of them being a re-
turned soldier, it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to give the returned soldier that posi-
tion. I contend that the principle about
which T am speaking is not one of prefer-
ence to returned soldiers, and that they are
not looking for that kind of work. It simply
means that the Government are putting num-
bers of people on the labour market, which
is a bad prineiple. I trust the Minister will
make # note of the position regarding the
supply of water to the ratepayers. No one
can grumble at the price that is charged for
excess water, but the rates themselves are
fairly stiff and the people are entitled to
get a fair supply for. the money they yay.
I do not know how people will get on in
some of the suburbs of Perth if we get a
spell of hot weather., Tast Saturday, the
first hot day of the summer, it took quite
five minntes to fill a cup from a water tap
turned on full,

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [11.8]: T en-
dorse the remarka of the member for Han-
nans with regard to the water supply at
North Perth, and T am nfraid the position
this year will be a serious one. The supply
last year was bad cnongh, but sinee then
many more houses have been built in the dis-
trict. I do not suppose there i3 any portion
of the metropolitan area where building
has heen so rapid ns has been the case at
North Perth, With tha increased demand
for water there is bound to be a breakdown
of the supply in the summer. T trust the
Minister will make special inquirics into the
position beforehand so that he' will not be
caught. I do not know if it is possible to
temporarily hiteh up with the Goldficlds
Water Supply Scheme.

The Minister for Works: We have any
amount of water but the difficulty is to get
it through the mains.

Mr. SMITH: I am pleased to hear that
Mr. Austin i3 not being retrenched, It
would have been a scandal if he had lost
his position. He has served the country well,
and it would have been au injustice to have
dispensed with his services. I am surprised

at the net results of the working of the de-

partmeut. Tf there is any Government doc-
partment that should pay its way, becanse of
the high rates that are charged for wataor,
it shonld le the Metropoiitan Water Supply
Department. Aa far as T ean wake out
from the figures the department is being run
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ot a big loss. The expenditnre this year
is put down at £88,000 and thern is £70,000
set down for interest and sinking fund
which makes a total expenditure of £158,000..
The sinking fund should not be included in
the expenditure, and I do¢ not know how
much of that £70,000 is interest and how
mueh is sinking fund., 1 may assume, how-
ever, that £20,000 is for sinking fund. We
are old that there will be a considerable in-,
vreasc in the expenditure of £83,000. That
i3 only to he cxpected. The sost of living
has gone up very much and men must be
paid a reasonable living wage. The expendi-
ture of £158,000, even allowing for increased
wages, will be £4,000 over the cstimated

revenue, Who is going to make up the dif-
ferenee?

Mr. Pickering. It ought to be a paying
pruposition,

Mr., SMITH: It ought to be omne of the
best paying propositions in the State. Every-
one must use water and pay for it. We have
a cheap supply, but we are charging the
consumers very high rates for it. I do not
see why it should mnot pay handsomely.
There is something loose in the department
when such n state of affairs exists. The
gewerage system is an excellent one. It has
been some 14 years in operation, and it
ig not ycl complete. Apparently the depart-
inent are nmot in a hurry to cownplete the
scheme, We satill have the pan system in
force, and for some reason or other the de-
partment refuse or neglect to conmeet with -
the sewerage system various tenements in
the ¢ity. Some {fovernmeut offices still re-
main uneonteeted. Tt would be economical
to connect them even if the connections had
to be removed in a couple of ycars, The cost
of installing a connection is £40 or £50; and
if that amount ean be saved in a year or
twe, as against the continuance of the pam
system, the isolated cases T refer to are simn-
ply spoiling an excellent scheme, Surely 12
or 14 years’ notice—the period during which
the sewcrage system has already existed—ig
sufficient to enable owners, including the
Gevernment, to make arrangements to con-
nect thetr premises. There is also the ques-
tion of rating properties for storm water
drainage. T saw the Minister on this sub-
jeet, and lhe promised thiat he would look
into it, but unfortunately I have not heard
from bim. Many properties have been rated
without any provision whatever being made
to relieve them of storm water. I know of
o property in North Perth where after heavy
rain it i3 impossible to get into the premises:
without wading through water over one’s
boets; yet the owner is charged by the Gov-
ernment a storm water rate. 1 do nof know
whether the department have to do with the
supply of water to railway trains, but it does
seem extracrdinary that to-day the Railway
Department should be training water from
Perth to Fremantle. A water train, I un-’
derstand, runs from DPerth to Fremantle
every night, )

The Minister for Works: That is a railway
matter, and I have wothing to do with it.
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My department arve willing to supply the
Railway Dcpartment with all the water they
require at Fremantle. If the Railway De-
partment choose to train the water, my de-
partment c¢annot help that.

. Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [11.18] : T regret not having had

the opportunity of locking jthrough the de-

partment’s last report, which is supposed
‘to have been laid on the Table but unfortu-
‘nately cannot be found.

The Minister for Works:
have it.

Hon, W. ¢ ANGWIN:
why I could not get it.

The Minister for Works: It is the only
«opy I eould get. T have sent to the Govern-
mont Printer for copies, but could not get
them, :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We are at the
end of November, and the report should have
been printed and distributed long before
this. The member for North Perth says the
metropolitan water supply is a losing pro-
position, I do not agree with him. On the
30th .Tune, 1918, the whole scheme had
£18,000 to its credit; and for years the met-
ropolitan water supply has been showing a
profit, The last year when the contrary was
the case was 1908-9, and then the loss was
gaome £500. I apree with the member for
North Perth that the Government act un-
fairly in the matter of the storin water rate.
Tn the distriet I represent there has been no
extension whatever of storm water drainage
for yoars, and yet thc Government are rat-
ing this year for the first time an ares which
does not and never will derive any benefit
from the existing storm water drainage, the
contour of the ground being utterly against
the very possibility. T refer to the land
about Marmion-street,

The Minister for Works: I will inquire
into that. If the position is as you state,
the inatter will bave to be rectified.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There ia another
complaint I have to make. The Fremantle
Lighting and Tramway Board are working
nnder an arrangement by which they draw
slectrieity from the Goverment supply. In
Novamber of last year the board received a
letter from the Water Supply Department
asking whether they wonld creet a pump
which was required by the Melville road
board for the supply of higher ground. The
Fremantle Tramway Board replied in the
affirmative, and from that time to the pre-
sent day have heard nothing further from
the Water Supply Department. Instead of
acting fairly by Fremantle under the agree-
ment, the department have been trying to

It is here., 1

That explains

areange the matter with the Perth City Coun- -

¢il, because they consider that by this eourse
they ean save 14 d. per unit. At all events,
the least the department could have done
was to roply to the Fremantle Tramway
Board’s letter written as far back as
November, 1418,
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The Minister for Works: I will look into
the matter. Iad the hon, member men-
tioned it before I would have had it looked

- inte immediately.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: T discovered this
only about a weck ago. The department, in-
stead of writing io the Fremantle Tramway
Board, wrote to the Melville road board, who
have nothing whatever to do with the supply.
Next, [ wish to call attention to the amotnts
charged to consumers for alleged excess
water. Tt is no use for the dcpartment to
keep np any longer the Dluft that air does
not work the neters.

The Minister for Works: The rate is all
right, but you think the quantities charged
are wrong?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. Itis an ab-
golute faet that the air docs work the meter
when not & drop of water is passing through,
T know the Minlster only wishes to charge
fairly, and there are good grounds for ecom-
plaint as to the quantities of excess water
charged.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [11.26]: [ lis-
tened with mueh interest to the remarks of
the member for Hannans, and I have a case
of the same nature to bring forward as that
to whieh he drew the Minister’s attention.
Tt is the ease of & man named Sawking, who
joined the sewerage maintenanece staff of the
department in 1812, and is now the fourth
oldest hand in that branch. Sinee the out-
break of war ten new men have been ap-
pointed to . Ail vaeancies ereated in the
branch. One can quite understand the need
for putting off temporary cmployees now,
but this case of Sawkins is a special one.
This man, having an injured knee, said it
was of no nsc his trying te cnlist, becausc
he knew he would not be passed. It is as-
serted by the foreman that all the men on
the staff volunteercd- to enlist. As a matter
it faet, a lot of them made no attempt what-
ever to cnlist, This man, Sawking, has no
black mark against him, He is a married
man. Throngh injuries received in the ser-
vice of the department, he has never volun-
teered. T know that the man who iz in
charge has n particvlar bias against men who
have not offered their services.

Mr, Munsie: And he has made it pretty
hot for them.

Mr. GRITFITHS: Discussing the question
with him I snid, ‘T have o son at the Front,
but T am strenuously opposed to married
men  with  responsibilities going to  the
Front.’’ His comment was that he had no
time for any man who did not volunteer,
whother single or married.

The Minister for Works: Who is that?

Me. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Lawson.

The MINIBTER TFOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—DMurray-Wellington—in reply)
[11.30] : The member for Hannans (Mr.
Munsie) spoke of Walcott-street, North
Porth. I will have inqniries made into that.

Mr, Mungie: It was increasing the storm-
water drain.



1 [25 NoveEMBER, 1919.]

The MINISTER I'OR WORKS: I under-
stand the hon, member wants more water in
North Perth. T will see whether it can be
done. Im regard to the putting off of men
to make room for returned soldiers, it is
scmetimes very awkward, because many of
the temporary officers have heavy responsi-
bilities. [t is one of the things the war has
brought, and all that we can do is to treat
the cases sympathetically, In respect of
Austin, [ remember that he worked for me
many years ago, Iortunately, there is no
question in respect of him, beeause an open-
ing has been found for him,  As for Mr.
Sawking’s ease, I am astonished to find that
the memhber for York (Mr, Griffiths) has
been talking to Captain Lawson about him,
and that Captain Lawson was otherwise than
sympathetic,
into that, because I am not going to allow
any ofliccr to have peeuliar opinions of his
own, if they are opposed to what the Gov-
ernment have laid down. He is there to carry
out orders, whoever he may be. The member
for North Perth (Mr. 8mith) said the water
supply was bad Inst ycar. He may have heen
round a partieular distriet where there was
a little shortage but, on the whole, North
Perth has been fairly well supplied.  How-
ever, T will inquire into it. The hon. member
said the water supplies were disappointing.
He seemed to have the idea that it was a
question of management as toe the amount of
moncy we can get out of the people. Nothing
of the kind. Ti is a question of the amount
we are anthorised to levy., We eannot get
from them nore than is permitted by the
Aet. 1 thought the people were carrying as
mueh a3 they eould be expected to carry. We
can only levy our rate on the assessment.
The hon. wmemher says the rate is too high,
What would he say if T were to inerease it?
The only way I can get revenue is by raising
the rates, During the last two years, when
we were effeeting neeessary retrenchments in
the Water Supply Department, members of
the TTouse were around to me nearly every
day asking me not to put off this man, but
to put off the other man., Yet members come
here and talk to me of cconomy! Scarcely
any man in the department can be put off
without seme members of Parliament coming
along and giving me special reasons why he
shonid not he put 'off, why somehody else
should bhe put off in his stead. It is time
that sort of hypoerisy ceased. It is true that
certain sewerage conncctions in the City have
not been made. T have felt some diffidence
in foreing privatec people to connect up .their
premises when the Government themselves
wonld be mad te conncet huildings which we
know will he replaced within a year or so.
The hon. member said it would cost £50 to
ninke certain connections, Tt is in keeping
with the lion. member’s usual extravagance.
Tt will cost between £500 and £800 to pro-
perly sower the bharracks, below this place;
kut would any hon, member, preaching eco-
nomy, wish me to pot that money into the
building when we know that as soon as we
ean get the Federal people out of the Post
Office buildings, we shall have those premises

I shall inquire very closely.

1677

lor the accommodation of the department?
1t is &illy, and I am astonished at & grown
man and a buginess man talking in that way..
There seems to be a migsunderstanding with
regard to the storm water rating, The fune-
tion of the Government in connection with
storm waters is to lay the main drain thap
will serve a certain area, and the area which
can be drained by the main drain may then
be rated. it is 2 matter for the local auth-
ority to make the counections with the drain..
Tmmediately the Government have laid down
the main draing, they can impose their rates
aud no law ean compel them to do anything
nmgore,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: After the drain was
put down, they fixed an area.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
doubt the hon, member has cause for com-
plaint; there are other people who have cause
for complaint. There have been some por-
tions which could not be drained into the
storm water drain and, when such cased have
come under notice, they have been relieved at
onee from the rating. 1 shall inguire into
the matter and if T find, as no doubt T shall,
that tlie facts arc as stated by the hon. mem-
ber, I shall get the matter rectified. The

. hon. member spoke of water being taken to

Fremantie by the Railway Department, but
that is mot my Dbusiness. Some. yezrs ago
the Water Supply Department discovered a
fire supply suitable for railways at Waller’s
Brook, Maylands. The Works Department
charged the Railway Department for all the
water they took from that supply, but I pre-
ferred to transfer the supply to the Railway
Department,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was found over
cight years ago.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: The
Woarks Department lost a certain amount of
revenue owing to the transfer, but it was all
in the family and I consider I did the right
thing. No doubt the railway authorities find
that they can run water down to Fremantle
by train more cheaply than they can obtain
their supplics at Fremantle. I regret that
the departmental reprt is late. Some returns
shontd lave reached the Government Printer
carlier, but owing to one of the nceountants,
Mr. McKinlay, having to be sent away, owing
to 2 breakdown of health dug to the work he
has heen "doing, his work has been thrown
on to others in the department. I hope to do-
better next year if T am still in office and,
if T am not, no doubt someone else will try,
The member for North-Tlast Fremantle also
complained, no. doubt with good reasoh, of
the Water Supply.Department heing slack in
replying to the Fremantle Lighting and
Framway Board. I shall inquire inte that
point and ascertain why therec has been no
reply, and whoever is responsible for the
omission will have to answer to me. I shall
let the hon. member have the explanation.
The hon. member complained also of the
water meters. This is a matter of which
everyone complaing, and it is hard to know
how to deal with it. T have been investigat-
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ing the matter of a house which has been
ahut up for manths and yet the meter shows
that the consumption of water has been
greater than it was when the house was occu-
pied. We endleavour to get the best possible
meter. When complaints are made regarding
excess charges and 1 feel that a bit of com-
mon sense is wanted, I generally cxercise my
power and write the amount off. If the
member for North Perth (Mr. Smith), when
be gets the water supply report, will turn
to Table A, he will find all the information he
requires, IHe will find that the aggregate
surplus of income over expenditure during the
years which have gone is £97,5628, and, de-
dueting s certain amount paid off debentures
in 1912, there is a net surplus of £76,000,
We ghall have to keep adding to the expendi-
ture on our water supplies in order to keep
pace with the inereased demands for water.
We can raise only another penny or so and,
if I raise that penny the hen. member will
blow me up for rooking the people and, if
1 do not raise it, the hon. member will blow
me down for failing to make the revenue and
-expenditure balance, so I shall have to throw
myself on the mercy of members,

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Other hydraulic undertakings charge-
able to revenue, £38,663:

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I wish to speak at some
length on this vote and, as the hour is late, 1
move that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
[The Speaker tesumed the Chair.]

Progress reported,

Housc adjourned at 1147 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wedneaday, 26th November, 1919,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

[COUNCIL.]

QUESTION—RAILWAY LOCOMO-
TIVES,

Hon. H, STEWART asked the Minister
for Edueation,—With reference to the Gov-
erument Ra:lwa.ys—l How many locomo-
tives are in use? 2, The number of differ-
ent types or c]asses? 3, How many locomo-
tives of each type are fitted with spark ar-
resters or preventives, effective when run-
ning on Collic coal? 4, The number of loco-
motives of each type wlnc.h on 30th Novem-
ber, 1918, were fitted as in Question 4%

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, 303 in aetual work at present. 2,
25, 3, Al locomotives are fitted with spark
arresters and the following, viz.,, Class I},
2; Class E, 24; Class Ee, 2; Class F, §;
Classes O and Oa, 17; Claas R, 4; Class M,
1; total, 58, have heen fitted with an im-
proved typo and are effective on Collie coal
under the best conditions; but perfect spark
arresting, together with perfect steaming
is not yet arrived at. 4, Class C, 3; Class D,
1; Class E, 6; Class Ee, 1; Class F, 1; Class
G, 1; Class N, 2; Class O, 4; Class B, 1;
total, 20, Note.—In the ecase of the C, G,
and N engines referred to in paragraph 4,
the improved type of arrester has been re-
moved, as it interfered with the steaming
of these particular classes of engines.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. J. E. Dodd (South) on the ground
of ill health.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS.
Faurther re-committal.

On motion by ITon. J. Nicholson Bill again
re-committed for the purpose of further con-
sidering clavges 211 and 249 and 2 new
elause to 'stand as Clause 269,

Hon. J. F. Allen in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Clause 211—What shall be rateable pro-
perty?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yesterday  Mr.
Nicholson moved that a provise be added to
this clause, beginning with the words ‘‘pro-
vided further that nothing herein contained
shall exempt the Crown or any trading con-
ecern.’’ I ‘have looked into the matter and
found that the sponmsors for the State trad-
ing concerng have laid it down that they
mugt trade fairly and equitably with private
concerns. ‘The Minister in charge of them
admits that they should trade on an equit-
able footing with private concerns, There
is somec difficulty about the Crown paying
taxes. but when the Crown trades it becomes
a trader and thercfore should be amenable
to the conditions which operate agninst all
other trading concerns. Take the case of two
timber mills, one a State trading coneern and
the other a private eoncern. Both are ent-
ting up the roads in a road district. The Gov-



