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Schedule-agreed 'to.

Bill reported.

B3ILLS (3)-FIRST READING.

l. Coolgardie Goldfields Water Supply
Loan Act Amendment.

2, Treasury Bonds Deficiency.
3, Industries Assistance Act Amendment.
Received from the Assembly.

House adjourned at 11.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-in., end read prayers.

RESOLUTION-PEACE.

His Majesty's Thanks,

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing message from His Excellency the
Governor:-

The Governor has the honour to inform
the Hon. the Speaker that a copy of the
resolution pnssed by the Legislative As-
sembly on the 31st July last, has been
laid before His Majesty the King, and
that he has been edminanded to convey to
the members of the Legislative Assembly

His Majesty's thanks for their message of
congratulation. (Sgd.) William Ellison-
Macartacy.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, FIREWOOD
HAULAGEK

Mr. MUNSIR asked the Minister f or
Railways: 1, On what date was the agree-
ment signed between the Government and
the Kurrawhng Firewood Company to lay a
tram line from Kurrawang to Lakeside, and
for what period?3 2, The period with regard
to-the concession to the Lakeside Company
to run over tme Grivernment line from Lake-
side to Kaniballie?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The agreement is not yet signed,
although the conditions have been complied
with. 2, At the will of the Government.

QUESTION-N4ATIONAL WVORKERS,
COMPENSATION, ETC.

Mr. TROY asked the Colonial Treasurer:
1, What amount has been expended to date
on National volunteer workers, compensation,
wages, and other expenses? 2, How was the
money disbursed, and through whom! 3,
What were the amounts paid to agents, if
ainy, for disbursement?

The COLONIAL TREASURER replied:
1, (a) Compensation, wages, and other ex-
penditure, £3,282 35s. lid.; (b) coat of
Royal Commission, £360 Jlit 3d.; total,
£3,643 7s. 2d. 2, Paid in lump sums on pro-
ducetion of receipts by Robinson, Cox, Jack-
sun, and Wheatley, solicitors. 3, Answered
by (1) and (2).

QUESTION-POSTPONEMENT OF
DEBTS ACT.

Payment to Commissioner.

LMr. TROY askedl the Colonial Treasurer:
1, Is hie aware that the Sum of £E150, provided
Ott the Estimnates for the year 1918-19 for
playment to time commissioner under the. Post-
ponemlent of Debts Act, 1914, v;as struck omt
by Parliament! 2, Has the amount been
paid? 3, 1f so, to whom was it paid, and
why was the expressed decision of Parlia-
Meat contemptu3ously Set atside?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1, Yes.
2, Yes, and the item continued by Parliament
on the current Estimates. 3, To Air. L. "R.
Shapeott, ont the instruction of the Govern-
311ent of the dlay.

BILL, (3)-FIRST READINTG.
1, Ajana-Ceraldine Railway.

Introduced by the Minister for Works.

2, Roads Closure.
Introduced by the Premier.

3, Factories and Shops.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines..

1656



[25 NOVEMBER, 1919.] 16

DILL-NORTHAMPTON MECHANICS'
INSTITUTE.

First Beading.

Introduced by the Minister for Works and
read a first time.

Mr. MALEY: I think there is an error
in the Order of Leave. There is no such
block as Northampton town lot No. Si1k.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Bill
lies been prepared by the Attorney General's
Department, and I think it scarcely likely
that any error has been allowed to creep in.

Mr. Maley: 1 undersltanld the error arose
through a typist accidentally striking the

14'1'1 sign, which has been perpetuated.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wil

muake further inquiry into the matter and, if
necessary, have an alteration made.

Mr. SPEAKER: But the Order of Leave
is to introduce a Bill for the purpose indi-
cated on the Notice Paper. There can be
no amendment under the Order of Leave.

Hon. P. Collier: But why not have it
amended now? It is clearly an error, for
Hione of the blocks have a half attached to
their number.

1-r. SPEAKER: If on inquiry it is folind
to be nothing more than a clerical error, as
suggested, it should be competent to have it
set right.

MOTION--STAND [NO ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

On motion by the PREMIER, ordered:
That for the remainder of the session the
Standing Orders be suspended so far as to
enable Sills to'be passed through all their
stages in one day, and messages from the
Legislative Concil to be taken into consid-
eration on the day on which they are re-
ceived; also, so far as to admit of the report-
ing and adopting of the resolutions of the
Committee of Supply and of Ways and
Means on the same day on which they shall
have passed those Committees.

'BILLS (3)-RECEIVED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Droving Act Amendment.

2), Fruit Cases.

3, Pure Seeds.

Bead a first time,

BILL-VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with amend-
Inents.

BILL-ANGCLO-PERSIAN OIL Olf-
PAINY, LTD. (PRIVATE).

Adoption of Select Committee's report.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-

mantle) f 4.45]: In moving the adoption of

the report of the Select Committee, I would
inform hon. members that the Committee sat
on three occasions and took evidence; from the
townv clerk, rFremantle, the representative of
the company, and also the loval architect who
prepared the estimates and plans of the
scheme, which have been duly advertised and
were fully placed before the Committee. I1
do not think I need at this juncture delay
the House by dealing with the report. That
can he done on the second reading of the
Bill. I move-

That the report be adopted.
Question put and passed.

As to Second Beading.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-~East Fre-
mantle) [4.50]: In view of the fact that
the report of the select cornmittee is favour-
able to this Bill, and of the lateness of the
session, T mnov-

That the second reading of th6 Bill be
proceeded with forthwith.

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin) [4.52]: I would
call the attention of the House to Standing
Order 53, relatig to private Bills.

Mr. SPEAKER: Standing Order 53 is as
follows:-

Three clear days shall intervene between
the report and the consideration thereof,
and no such consideration shall take place
unless the Chiairmnan of Committees shall
have informed the House whether the Bill
contains the several provisions required
by the Stnnding Orders.
Mr. STUBBS: As Chairman. of Commit-

tees I certify that the Bill contains the re-
quisite provisions.

Question put and passed.

Second Reading.
Hon. W. C. AING WIN (North-East Pre-

mantle) [4.54] in moving the second read-
ing said: As hon. members will see from
the report of the select committee, this is a
Bill for the special purpose of enabling the
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to provide stor-
age accommodation at Fremantle for oil
fuel. The company is purely a British com-
pany with a capital consisting of five million
pounds, of which the British Government
have invested no less than £2,200,000. The
British Govermnt have the controlling in-
fluence so far as the oit company is con-
cerned, and I think I can prove to bon. miem-
hers that it is the only company at present
outside the combination that deals in oil.
The trustees for the debenture holders are-

Rt. Hon. Lard Snnrhbnrough, P.C.,
G.C33., G.C.M.G., Rt. Hon. Earl of Lich-
field, nd the directors (qualification
9l;000) are Sir C. Greenway, Bart., Chair-
man and Managing; Admiral Sir X. 3. W.
Slade, K.C.I.E., K.C.V.O., Vice-Chairman;
Sir H. S. Barnes, K.C.S.L, K.C.V.O.;
J. T. Cargill, D. Garrow, J. Hamilton, F.
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W. Lund, H. E. Nichols, Rtt. Hon. Lord
Southborough, P.C., G.C.B., G.C.M.G.; F.
C. Tiatlcs, Rt. 1. Watson, Sir It T. Wynne,
K.C.SJI., K.C.T.E. Appointed by His
Majesty's Government: Rt. Hon. Lord
Inelicape, G.C.M.G., K.C.L.E., K.C.S.I.;
Sir P. W. Black, K.C.B.

These are the directors of the company,
and the British Government have invested
money !in this company for the express
and sole purpose of enabling thenm to have
supplies of oil not only temporarily but for
the use of the British mercantile marine i
various parts of the Empire. I should like
to read to lion, members part of the discus-
sion which took place in the House of Corn-
tubas whtens Mr. Winston Churchill, the first
Lord of the Admiralty, introduced the mo-
tion in the House to permit of the British
Government investing in this Anglo-Persian
Oil Company. Mr. Winston Churchill was
pointing out the urgent necessity forthle Brit-
ish Government taking control of the Persian
oil field before any of those, who were en-
tering into combination at present to trade
in oil, got a leg in. The object also was to
entable the British Government to get supplies
of oil at a reasonable price. There was 110
dlifficulty about getting the oil itself but
there was a difficulty as to the price. In
order, therefore, to do this His Majesty's
Government invested £2,200,000 in this par-
ticular concern. There was sonme objection
to this step being taken by the British Gov-
erment, but this came principally from
those who were already shareholders in the
Shell cii I,3 and the varioas oil conmpanies
ini the world. One objection was from the
mtilitary point of view, the fear- being that
if stomething turned up of a military nature,
the supply of oil might be cut off. After
Air. Winston Churchill hail dealt with these
poitnts ho said-

At this point let n'c clear out of the
way the military argumnent-the gi-eat inili-
talry argumnent. There never has beet,, and
there nevor will he, any shortage of oil for
the British -Navy in peace or 'var, pi-ovided
you do .lot mind how mitch you pay f .or it ,

* and provided you retain, the powecr to pro-
tect it it. transit onl the high seals. The
supply of oil in peace depends on the prce
I. wvat the sn pply depends onl prices, plus
f orce.

1-re goes onl to sa--
Nobody (!ares in war time how mnuch
they pay for a vital commodit, buit in
lpea(a-tlhat is the penrild to which I wish
to direct the attention of the roniittee-
price is rather an impor-tatnt matter, and
Is it takes many years, and as we hope
there will be itiany years of peace to every
week of wvar, 1 cannot feel that we are not
fully justified in takiing up the time of the
Commnittee in considering how, ii, years of
peace, and in a long period of peace, we
may acquire proper bargaining powier and
facilities with regard to the purchase of
oil. The p~rice of oil does not depend
wholly or even mainly onl the ordinary
workings of supply and demand. The de-
niand for oil is steady, and it is growing.

There is a great potential demand behind
that which has already manifested itself.
Although T think the demand for oil has
been severely checked by the high prices,
the demand cannot subside, certainly it
cannot suddenly subside, because once
people are committed to the use of oil for
an engine or for a steamship, or for an
industry of any kind, it is not easy, and
frequently it is not possible, for them to
go back to coal or some other fuel substi-
tute. This is particularly true, of course,
of war ships. We must have no illusions
oi this point. War ships which have been

:nilt to be driven by oil can never be
diveni by coal, andt canll'lever be adapted
to be driven, by coal. So the oil consumer
is in rather an un.usutally weak position in
regard to pur-chasing oil, because lie is so
easily liable to he nmade a forced purchaser
at an artificial price.

This is one of the principal reasons, accord-
ing to the debate in the House of Commons,
winy the British Government entered into this
undertaking, niamely, on account of the puice
they have lhad to pay previously for oil sup-
plies. Mr. Winston Churchill continues-

This is, of course, particularly trite of a
Government oil pu-chaser. The oil cot.-
stutner has not got freedom of choice in
regard to other alternative fuels, but
neither has lie freedom of choice in regard
to the sources of supply fromt which he can
putrchase. Look out upon the wide expause
of the oil regions of the world. Two
gigantic corpot-atiots-one in either bend-
sphnre-staiid out pr-edlominiantly. In the
New World there is the Standard Oil,
against which the Cowdray interests main-
tan by war and by negotiation a very
powerful but setni-independetnt life. In the
Old] World tine great conmbination of the
Shell and the I~ohyal Dutch, with all their
subsidiary a-nrtd ancillaty branches, has
practically covet-ed the whole ground, and
Inns even reached. ouit itnto the New World.
Agnit'st tihis, ait tongst British companies
who have maintained an independent ex-
istence, the Thi,-ta Oil Company, with its
offshoot, the Anoglo-Pet-slat Oil Contpany,
is almost the only noticeable feature. .-
Since then, we have experienced, in common
with private cotisinmers, a long, steady
squeeze by the oil trusts all over the
world, and wve have found prices and
freights raised steadily against us
unitil we have been pressed to pay
niorc than double what a. few years
before we 'yore aeenstonmed to pay, yield-
ing a good profit to the producers for
the oil which was required. It is quite
trite that these price movements arose
largely ott of an increased demand by
the world, which is eager to use such anl
extraordiniarily convetijent fuel- .I can
assute tite Conmmittee that we have not
acted with precipitancy in this matter. For
many years it hum; been the policy of the
Foreiign Offie,, the Admiralty, and the
Fildian Govermnent to preserve the inde-
pendent British oil interests of the Persian
oil fiel, to help that field to develop as
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-well as we could, and, above all, to pre-
vent it being swallowed up by the Sheil or
by any foreign or cosmopolitan com-
panics. . . . We recognise in the Persian
-field a necessary source of supply for a
long period of time. We recognise i it
the best source fromt wbidh we could ob-
tain the best kind of oil. We knew that
it was in constant danger of being ab-
sorbed by some other combination, and
welded into an ever-widening price ring.
We knew that by our contract we should
Confer upon the Anglo-Persian Company an
immense advantage which, added to their
concession, would enormously strengthen
the company and increase the value of
their proporty. If this consequence arose
from the necessary action of the State,
why should nut the State share in the ad-
vantage which we created? If, in any
case, we had to go so far, why should we
not go a step further? Was it not wiser,
was it not more profitable on every ground,
naval, financial, and indeed equitable, to
acquire control of an enterprise which we
were hound to help and bound to enrich,
which we alone could sustain, and oa
which, to a large extent, we must i ely? -

From the naval point of view, the enly
consequence of the wiping out of the Per-
sian oil field as a field upon which we
could draw, would be that we should have
to pay a highor price for tho cost of our
oil than is fair, or than we hope to pay.

Mr. Churchill then pointed out that all the
money invested was used for the purpose of
extension, and proceeded-

But the money we pay gives us control,
so far as Admniralty interests require, of
the Anglo-Persian Co. and its concessions.
We can appoint ex-officio directors with a
iiower of veto, or in the alternative, if we
likce, we can appoint an actual numerical
majority of individuals as directors on tho
board - ... None of the money will be used
in paying for goodwill or commission. It
will all be used in the actual development
of the oil supply by the payment in cash
on approved estimates for actual plant
and. work, and it will all fall into the co-
nemic life of the company in reference to
new purposes and tine devolpment of new
assets. . . . All the criticisms, so far, have
flowed from one fountain.

I1 mnay state that the same fountain has been
flowing in Western Australia with regard to
the project of this company. The Texas Oil
Company have started to move here. 'Mr.
Churchill continues-

They have all come, so far, from Sir Mar-
cus Samuel, one of the heads of thd
Shell Company, and his spokesman, Dr.
Dverkovits, of the "Petroleum Review."
. . . . These gentlemen urged, if I may
judge by the public statements which have
been made, that a competition by the Gov-

-erment in the oil market will tend to
lower prices, and is unfair to the oil
trusts.

Then Mr. Churchill quotes articles which
have appeared in various papers regarding

the intentions of the British Government in
this con nectioa, and he points out that even
in America the United States Government
have found it necessary to acquire oil fields
arid to run pipes as a cheek upon the prices
charged by the American oil companies. Re-
gardming Sir Marcus Samuel, Mr. Churchill
san-~

The honourable gentleman has not had
to pay the prices which we have had to
pay on bchalf of the Admiralty. Sonic of
their directors dissociate themselves from
thLecriticism which has been made, and
Mr. Detarding in particlar has rendered,
and ire doubt will continue to render, im-
portent Services to the Admiralty in res-
pect of their oil supply. '1'lese gentlemen
arc conducting their business with the ut-
most efficiency, and I dlo not at all criticise
them fromn their point of view on the
course they are adopting. I am only stat-
ing tire facts as 'they present themselve3s
to the Admiralty 's mind. They have Corn-
lined. gigantic oil properties all over the
world. Some of their directors are on the
boards of as many as 20 oil companies.
'Inl time Dutch East Indies, Sarawak,
13orneo, Brunei, New Zealna, Riussia,
rgypt, Mexico, California, Trinidad-in
all these quarters they have already estab-
lished a control or partial control of the
oil supply, and it is their policy-what is
the good of blinking at itto acquire
control of the sources and umeans of sup-
ply, and then to regulate the production
and the irarkiet price. They have long
hooked towards the Persian field, which is
the only large uncompromised area of Sup-
ply wve can discover at present outs ide
America, and, if this Bill and this policy
wx re to fi, there is no doubt -whatever
in nmy miind or in the mninds of those on
Whose -Lvire T rely, that amalgamation
or nierger of the Anglo-Persian with thre
Shell, eil seine terms or other agreeable to
both parties, under some name very prom-
inently associated with this country,
would probably take place in a very little
while. We have no quarrel with the Shell.
We hrave always found them courteous,
considerate, ready to oblige, anxious to
servor the Admilralty, and to promote the
interests of the British Navy and the
British Enupire-at a price. Thbe only dif-
ficulty hass been price. On that point,
of cerirSe we have been treated with the
full rigour of the game.

The British Government, it will he seen, have
b-comre Shareholders in the Anglo-Persian
Oil Coilauy for the express purpose of pro-
tecting~r the consumers of oil fuel. In the
Course of the discussion Mr. Ramsay Mae-
,donald, who had been watching developments
iu tire Persian field very closely, Said-

Anotrur proposition was something to
this elP.ect, that it was the duty of the
Coveramirent to do everything it could to
break mnonopolies. I agree. I should like
to say, in connection with this particular
agreement and the intention to break the
monopoly, that I hope the Government will
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not hamper the Anglo-Persian Company
in putting upon the market as liberally as
it possibly can every species ot by-product
produced as the result of its business op-
erations. I have read everything I could
lay my hands upon that has been produced
in connection with this controversy, and
one of the conclusions to which I have come
is that the letters and speeches, interviews
and pronouncements, made by. Sir Marcus
Samuel and his friends seem to indicate
that they are not so much opposed to the
Government going in for making itself
directly responsible for the production of
pure oil, but that they are far more coil-
cernod with the marketing of by-products.
I hope that the Government will give them
no mercy. The Government will certainly
not dto its duty to the country and to the
consumers of these by-products if it shows
the least mercy in that respect . . . The
Emnpire and the Un~ion Jack are usually
dragged ino this controversy, not for pat-
riotic purposes, but for the sake of profits
and business arrangements.
'Mr. Jones: They always are.
Hon. W. C. ANGWI'N: The extracts .I

have read show conclusively the necessity
that exists for the establishment of this
British company, which has as one of its
shareholders the British Government, who
are in a position to direct the policy of the
company. The establishment of the come-
pany is essential for the purpose of keeping
in cheek the two huge combinations me',-
tioned by Mr. Winston Churchill, which are
now, and have for sonie time been, dealing
most unfairly with the users of oil fuel. The
purpose of this Bill is to allow the Anglo-
Persian Oil Company to store oil at the port
of Fremantle. The company intend as far
as possible to proxvide for storage of oil at
all the principal ports of the British Brn-
pire. They intend to operate in the Eastern
States the same as here. Hence, ships using
oil fuel will pass by our ports if that fuel
is not available here, and in such circumn-
stances we should not have the advantage
of shipping that burns oil. The companyV
have a purely British directorate, and this
Bill mer-ely seeks to enable them to carry their
pipes through the streets of Fremantle.
There are various objections to the Bill as
presented by the petitioners, and a number
of amendments were suggested by the Fre-
mantle Municipal Council. Those of the
amendments whichl the select committee
thought desirable in the interests of the
town of Fremantle have been embodied in
the Bill. For sonic considerable time then
comnpnny have been endeavouring to arrange
matters with tile Fremnantle Municipal Colin-
cii without thle introduction of this Bill. In
all probability the council would have given
the compahy power to lay pipes through the
streets, but in those circumstances there
would be no protection for the company;
the council would be able to order them to
remove their pipes anywhere, and any per-
son could interfere with the pipes. Hlence
the introduction of this Bill. The company's

intention is to expend on the proposed works
approximately £31,000.

Mr. Pickering: Does that estimate include
the cost of the reservoir?

Hon. W. C. ANflWIN: Yes. That is the
engineer's estimate. The idea is to begin
by building a tank of a capacity of two
million gallons. If the company failed to
carry out the works at Fremantle, it would
be a great loss to Western Australia, as ships
that burn oil require provi sion in every port
to replenish their fuel supplies. These tanks
will be built at a considerable distance from
the harbour and there will be no fear of dan-
ger. Every precaution has been taken that
tile works shnll be carried out with due re-
gard to safety, so that there shall be no risk
of fire to adjoining property. The protec-
tion of the harbour and the railway is pro-
vided for. The Bill stipulates that before
the tonipany ca~n interfere with the railway
or Harbour Trust property, the consent of
the Minister controlling the railways or the
Barbour Trust must first be obtained. There-
fore, the Bill will not apply to either of these
concerns until the consent of the controlling
Minister has been given. The pirincipal por-
tion of this Bill deals with the opening up
of streets. We have provided that the
Frenautle Council shall have powers which
are not included in the Municipal Corpora-
lions Act. Under the Municipal Corpora-
tions Act, the council can rate an undertak-
ing on the improved value of the land or
thle annual rental value, but in this case it
would be difficult to arrive at the value and
the rates would amount to only £11. or £12
per annuni. Seeing that the company will use
the streets, it was thought that the Fraer-
tie Council should be able to rate the conm-
pany on somewhat similar lines to the rating
of the Fremantle Gas Company, though the
quantity of piping to be laid by the comn-
panmy will be very small in comparison with
that of thle gas company. We found that
the Frnemantle Gas Company are paying ap-
proximately £133 per annum by way of rates
to the Fremnantle Council and, under this
Hill, we have provided that aftei two years
have been allowed for the construction Mf the
works, there shall he a minimum rate of
£100 per annum or a sum equal to one-eighth
per cent, of the auemunt actually received
by the conmpany for the sale of the oil and
liquid fuel conveyed through the pipes,
whichever is the greater. If the tank is
empltied once a year, the amount of rates
will be approximately £90 or £100, and we
have provided a minimum of £100; but the
oftener the tank is enmptied, the greater will
be the numount of rates payable to the muni-
cipality. Provision is also made whereby the
public will he protected in regard to any ne-
cidents which may occur through the neglect
of the company. The Bill does not relieve
thme company from any liability for accident
in carrying out the provisions of the mnas2

ure. It does not grant exclusive rights of
monopoly to the coumpany. It will be open
to any other company, if they so desire, to
secure a private Hill for similar purposes.
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Tine select committee thought it wise to add
a clause, to which no objection has been
raised by the representatives of the com-
pany, that it thE, work is not commenced
within two years, this Bill eball lapse. We
thought that a measure of this description
sbould not be allowed to stand indefinitely
onl tine statute-book without the undertaking
being carried out. I have every confidence
in asking members to pass the Bill and I
Dlove--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill rend a second time.

In Committee.

Air. Stubbs in the Chair; Ron. W, C. Aug-
win in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I to 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Power to construct works:

Mr. JONES: I shouldI like an explanation
of ''works'' in paragraph (A). The comn-
puny wvill hav-e power to erect, construct, lay
down, establish and fix all necessary work .s
for distributing oil in or under any street,
and thle definition shows that "works''
means nil buildings, erections, reservoirs,
works, plant, machinery, apparatus, pipes,
mains, connections, and all other works
connected with and incidental . to the
undertaking, or by this measure or in
any other way nuthorised to be constrncted
or undertaken by the company. This comn-
blue would have power to erect a reservoir
i a public street, if necessary.

Hon. W. C. ANO WIN: This clause was
altered at the request of the Frenmanxtle Coun-
cil. The comlpany nmust have power to erect
works; otherwise of what use will the pipes
be?

A-r. Jones: Where will they erect thle
works?

Ron. WV. C. ANOWIN: On the land men-
tioned in the preamble to the Bill.

Mr. Jones: Why does not the Bill say so?
Hon. WV. C. ANQWIN: The Bill does say

so.
Mr. ,JONES. The explanation is not satis-

factory.
Ron. W. C. Angwin: Bead pardgraph (b)

of Clause 4.
'Ar. JONES: That gives power to lay the

pipes under the streets. Pn~ragraph (a) un-
doubterily gives the oil trust power to erect,
construct, and fix all necessary works and
perform all such acts as may be necessary
for storing, supplying, and distributing oil
ilk or under any street or in, en, or under any
railway or wharf. I should like the Attorney
General to give us the legal interpretation.
I shonld object to an oil plant being erected
before my front door.

Mr. ROBINSON: I consider the clause is
satisfactory. The paragraph- mentions
"Cnecessary"i works.

Mr. Jones: Who shall say what are neces-
sary works?

Mr. ROBNSON: The clause does not
bear the wneaninig suggested by the member
for Fremnantle. It would be impossible for
any draftsman to say where the particular
works shlould be constructed. This is a gen-
eral provision giving general power.

Tile ATTORNEY GENERAL: I feel
somnewhat diffident in offering an opinion
because, as the advertisements show1 I be-
long to a firm of solicitors who. have been
employed by the comnpany to attend to legtal
matters connected with the private Bill. The
object of the clause is* first of all to give
general power to carry out thle scheme of
oreeting, constructing, laying down, estab-
lishing, and flaring aLlZ necessary works, The
next is to enable the company to perform
all such other acts and things as may be
thought neessary for storing, supplying, and
distributing oil and liquid fuel in or uinder
any street or railway or wharf, lion, mein-
bers need not concern themnselves with regard
to the railway or wharf because they will
find in the proviso there is a snfi cleat safe-
guiard. The consent of thle Minister must be
obtained to open or break up or interfere
with any r-ailway or whiarf. I shall welcome
obiservations by other legal members of thle
ffouse on this subject.

'Ar. PILINOTON: This clause seems to
give inmmnse power, anid the proviso which
has been wisely lput in only limits that power
in dealing with railways or wharves, it
seems to me that there should be a proviso
imposing a similar limitation in regard to
other powers which are granted.

The Attorney Ceneral: The bill will be
useless if you do that.

1%r. PILKINCTON: There is anl enormous
power given to the ceompany to erect, con-
struct, lay down, establish, and fir all neces-
sary works, in or under any street. There
is further power given to the company to
break up and interfere with any street, rail.
way, or wharf, and any sewer, drain, or
tunnel. within or under any street, railway, or
wharf, etc. The limitation which is imposed
by the provigo umight well be imposed in re-
gard to the other powers. I cannot see that
it would cause any greater difficulty to the
company.

Hon. TC. WALIKER: The company require
authority to do what is specified, or else they
cannot go onl with the work. To gas and
electric light companies similar powers arc
granted. There cannot possibly be. trans-
mission from place to place or from street to
street without interfering with the street,
and thme whole quiestion is whether it is worth
while, fromn the benefits thnt are to be ob-
tained from the establishment of a company
of this kind, to grant the company the aul-
thority given by this provision. It must not
beV taken for granted that they have whole
power regardless of anybody or anything,
for before they commenc~e th1 ese works they
will he compelled to draw plans -and forward
specifications and all details, not only as to
whore they intend to do0 the work, bnit asl to
how it lbs to be done, and moreover to see
that it is done in a mlanner that will not be
injurious to the citizens' righti or interests,
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and the lotal body will have the power to
send a supervisor to keep in touch with the
work. There will be no ignoring of the local
authorities if the plans do not meet with the
approval of that local authority. Conse-
quently f see no danger in the scheme. If
we grant the local authorities power to pre-
vent injury to private property and the in-
terests already established, we shall have
safeguarded the general public sufficiently.

Mr. JONES: There should be a proviso to
this clause to the effect that the works should
be deemed by the Minister to be necessary.
That would provide a sufficient safeguard. I
am ut satisfied that the Minister for
Works, whoever he might be, would offer no
oppositiont to any work being done. The
Minister is the direct reflex of the majority
of the people, whereas the local authority is
a reflex only of the ratepayers.

Mr. RO)BXLN SON:- In the second pro-
viso the words, ''as defined by'' may re-
late to the word ''consent'' or to the word

Al Minister.'' We can prevent any capti onsobjcction by substituting for "es defined
by'' the wvord "administering.'' I move
an amendment-

That in line 4 of the second proviso the
words ''as defined by" be struck out1 aii4
" adminiistering" be inserted in lieu.
Amendment ut and passed.
Mr. ROBINSON: -Under the second pro-

viso the Minister may consent to the exer-
cise of the power provided, or niay veto it,
bult cannot niak conditions or in other ways
otter it. 1' move an amendment-

That the following be added to the pro-
viso, ''subject to such conditions as the
Minister may deem expedient.''
Aniendinent put and passed.
Mr. .JON ES: I move an amendment--

That the following be added to stand
as the third proviso, "Provided also that
alil plans and speeificat ions for supplying
or distributing in or under any street shall
first be submitted to and approved by the
Minipter for Works.''

I have already explained my reasons for the
amnendument.

Amiendmuent put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Ulause 5-Notice to be served and plan
deposited before breaking uip streets, etc.

Mr. ROB[NSON: I move an aiend-
inent-

That after "plan'' in line 6 the words
"iwith descriptive specifications'' be in-
serted.

I use the words ''descriptive'" because the
specification need not be a detailed one to
supply what I want.

Mr. PICKERING: 1. do not think the
qualifying "descriptive" is necessary.- To
provide a specification will be siuffcient.

lion. W,. C. ANGWIN: I do nfot think
the words are required at all. 'if hon. mem-
bers will read the clause they will see that
the company has to deposit a plan setting
forth the extent to and the manner in which

it proposes to cdrry out such work. Fsancy-
supplying a description of the proposed lay-
ing of a pipe along the street! Surely it is
not necessary to explain in writing that the
earth will be t~ken out with a shovel and
removed in a wheelbarrow! Moreover, under
the previous amendment the Minister has to.
approve the work.

Mr. ROBINSON: It mnust be remembered
that the local authority as defined ise not
necessarily the Fremantle Municipal Council,
but includes the Commissioner of Railways
and the Fremantle Harbour Trust. The pipe
will cross the territory of all three authiori-
ties. The Engineer-in-Chief, who will have
to decide for the Railways and for the local
authority, will require something more than
at plan, will require also a specification.

Mr. PICKERING: The company will have
to submit for approval a specification. There
are many ways in which a service may be
laid. I1 think it is advisable to have the
word ''specification" inserted.

iron. w. G. ANOWIN: We have already
agreed to something which practically comn-
plies with what the hon. member desires. In
tihe first place the approval of the company's
proposed works may be subject to conditions,
and the conditions will be those under which
Clhe pipes are to be laid. There is no neces-
sity for the amendment.

Mr. Robinson: In view of the previous
amendment, I will withdraw this one.

Amendment by leave withdrawnt.
Mr. ROCKE: Already provision is made

for the Minister of Railways and also the
commissioers of the Harbour Trust, to be
consulted, but no provision is made tor he
company consulting the local *iuthority, such
us the Frenmantle Municipal Council, in con -
nection with the breaking up of' streets. The
clause provides that the company shall pre-
sent their plans to the local authority and
may then proceed with the work under the
superintendency of the local authority. I
think the local authority should have the
right to say in what manner the work
shall be cond ucted. I. move an amnendment-

That after "superintendencec' in line
,12 the words ''and with the consent'' be
in serted.

This will provide for the local authority be-
inig consulted.

R~on, T. WALKER: I trust the amend-
itent will not -be persisted in because it
really reduces the matter to one of absurdity.
The plans and specifications and all the de-
tails are subject to the approval of the Min-
ister for Works and the plans are then sob-
nitted to the council. After these have been
passed by the Minister for Works, would it
not be absurd for the council to be able to
stop them?1

Mr. 'Roeke: It is a matter of the works
themselves.

Ron. T. WALKER: These are inferen-
tially under the supervision of the council,
who Cn appoint their own superintendent to
be there all the time and see that the plans
and specifications are followed.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Even
to-day, when we are laying pipes in Perth
or Fremantle, we discover pipes of which
there is no record. Is it the intention of the
hon. member, in the event of some old pipe
line being discovered, which may necessitate
an alteration in the plans and specifications,
that the works in question should be sus-
pended until such time as new plans aid
specifications have been prepared? I do not
think there is any difficulty in connection
with this clause. It is inconceivable that the
company would do anything in the way of
pipe laying which would be opposed to the
wishes of the local authority.

Mr. ROCKE: Although I have not the
same confidence in a limited liability com-
pany that the Minister possesses, in view of
his remarks and those of the member for
Kanowna, I desire to withdraw my amend-
Mont.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 6; to 9-apceed to.

Clause 10-Power of local authority to
alter the situation of pipes:

Mr. R013INSON: In view of the proviso
added to Clause 4, and in order to bring
this clause into line, I move an amendment-

That after the word ''Act'' in line 5
there ho inserted the words, ''9or in
breach of any condition imposed by the
Minister as provided in Section 4''1
Amendment put and passed.

Mr. ROBINSON: I miove an amend-
mient-

That in line 1.3, after the word ''Act,''
there be inserted the words, "'or of any
such condition asl aforesaid, or any other
default of the comnpny."*
Amendment lput and passed; the clause as

amended agreed to.
Clause 11-agreed to.
Clause 12-Damages for accidentally damn-

aging works:
Mr. RlOBIN~SON: I move anl amend-

Mont-
Thht the following proviso be added:-

''Provided that such section shall not be
deemed to enlarge in any way the obli-
gations of the Commissioner of Railways
or the Fremnantle Harbour Trust under
their respective Statutes."

Assuming that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, or anyone in the service, wrongfully
broke a pipe or some apparatus belonging
to this company, would the provisions of
this measure apply if he were sued, or would
the provisions of the Railway Act apply?
Under the Railway Act it is provided in
Sections 35 to 38 that suits may be brought
against the Commissioner, how they shall be
brought and when the action must be
brought, and when notice shall be given. I
do not want the sections of the Railway Act
dealing with the Commissioner to be en-
larged by reason of this clause. The Rail-

way Commissioner is also a common carrier,
but he is only liable as a common carrier
in particular instances. Do the words of the
clause widen these powers?

The Attorney General: What has this to
do with the Commissioner being a common
carrier?

Air. ROBINSON: The same argument ap-
plies to the F'remnantle Harbour Trust but in
a special wny. The wharf is made of timber
and there are piles or bollards there. A
large mail steamer driven by the wind may
be swung into the wharf and spring it over.
if any of the pipes through which the oil
travels happen to be broken, the question
might arise as to the liability of the Har-
bour Trust. I do not want to see that ia-
bility widened beyond the liability existing
under the present Statutes.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I hope the
amendment will not be agreed to. The Min-
ister has to set out the terms and conditions
as to howv the pipes shall be laid dtown. If
any person unlawfully breaks those pipes, he
should pay for them. T know what is be-
hind the amnirdnment. It is that the Core-
nmissioner should have power to arrange cer-
tain things and not the Minister. I would
point out that water pipes are already laid
down there.

Mr. Robinson: They have a sliding slefe
on them.

Eon. W. C. ANOWIN: Water would es-
cape much more quickly than oil. The l0in.
oil main will be laid along the roadway and
not on the wharf at all.

Mr. Robinson: The valve would be on
the wharf.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: These pipes must
be constructed on the plan that is deemed
expedient by thle Minister.

Mr. Robinson: I presume you do not want
to widen the liability.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It does not widen
thle liability. The first Bill contained the
words ''carelessness or accidental,'' but
these words have now been struck out of the
Bill on the recommendation of the Fremantle
&,ouneil.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.20 p.

Eon. W. C. AWOWIN: No amendment
of this clause is necessary, as the work to
he dlone by the company will be done under
the supervision of the Minister for Works
and of the Minister controlling the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 13 to 17-agreed to.
Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and the

report adopted.

B.LI -IN)USTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of -tfe Bill.
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Clauses 1, 2, a-agreed to.
Clause 4.-Amendmnent of Section 15:
,Mr. HUDSON:- On the second reading I

pointed out that injustice might result if
this clause were passed in its present form.

-I illustrated] the position by quoting the ease
of a man who had sold a dray and some har-
ness to a farmer on thle Industries Assist-
ance Board, and who has not been paid yet.
That mail may not be paid for a long time,
if ever; and the Government have security,
over the dray and harness. It is true that
under this Bill the Government have in con-
temnple tion the payment of existing liabili-
ties; but there is no obligation en their part
to meet those liabilities. I had intended to
move an amendment striking out the words,
''prior encumbrances'" and substituting for
them ''existing liabilities of the applicant.''
However, that amendment might have the
effect of nullifying the Government security.
I therefore move the following amendment-

That after ''encumbrances%,'' in line 4,
there be inserted "and the existing lia-
bilities of thle applicant.,,
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Section

15 of the principal Act, as it stands under
Seetion 8 of the Industries Assistance Act
Amendment Act of 1917, provides that-

the principal anti iterest of all advances
made, or deemed to have been made, un-
der this part of this Act shall be, and un-
til fully paid shall remain, a first charge
in favour of the board in priority to all
other encumbrances- (a) upon the estate
or interest of the applicanit in all lands
held or occupied by hint for agricultural,
farming, or grazing purposes, including all
sunch lands held by him under lease or con-
tract for the purchase thereof, or as a.
homestead farm, or otherwise; and (b)
upon all crops to be sown in or grown
upon all such lands and the produce there-
of, and the shaire of interest of the appli-
cant in any other crops wheresover grown,
4nd (e) upon all implements, - live stock,
and the progeny thereof, and other chat-
tels supplied to thle applicant under this
Act.

The object of the amendment moved by the
member for Vilgarn is to insert the words
"and the existing liabilities of the appli-
cant.'' Existing liabilities have no security,
but would he ordinary unsecured debts. In
regard to ny balance unsecured to the board.
the board ranks as an unsecured creditor, to-
gether with all other unsecured creditors
wto would share pam-i passu in thle proceeds.
The amendment would not be workable. The
hon. member seeks to give security to exist-
iog liabilities which are unsecured.

Mr. Hudson: No, to exempt tbem.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the

amendment is- passed the object of the Act
will he defeated. Part of the assets of the
debtor not secured to the board might con-
sist of a team of horses necessary for the
working of the farm. Suppose an outside
creditor levied execution on thle horses and
satisfied his debt, thle board would be obliged

to make further advances to the debtor
order that he might continue to work hi
farm.

Mr. Hudson: Suppose the team of horse
had not been paid for.

The ATTORNEY ' GENERAL: I a'
speaking of the obligation on the boardt
nmake advances to the debtor in order thfl
hie might continue to work his farm, an
that the benefit of the security might ri
main to the board. If the horses were am
paid for and had been bought from semi
one wino knew the majority of the pu
c~haser's assets were secured to the board-

Mr. Hudson: He might come under ti
hoard later on, and thent you would grab v
everything.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL- We am
dealing with people who are at present udi
the board.

Air. Hudson: Or may at any time core
under time board.

The ATTORNi\EY GENERAL: As r
gards future transactions, it would be pe
feetly well known that the board 'had s
curity not only for themselves but as tru
tees for other creditors.

Mr. Hudson: The other creditors have
mey in what advances are made, by the boai
to the farm'er.

'Thn ATTORNEY GENERAL: The obje
is to prevent any creditor conming in am
getting an advantage by issuing execotii
and selling these chnttels and compelling t
hoard to manke further advances in order th
the debtor might be able to work his farnm.

Mr. Hudson: Your argument does not hoe
good in regard to prier encumibrancees.

Air. WIL[LCOCK: Does the ameneim
mecan that tme beard will take over live sto
and every thing else and get the proceec
and, iin the event of a dividend remaining,
shall be distributed to unsecured creditors

Thle Premier: No, the whole of the pi
ceds will be distributed.

Mr. W~ILCOCli: If a man has a crop
wheat, the hoard take over the whole of
They deduct interest and payments due
the board, and any iaconic that thle farir
receives from live stock may be retained
im. D6cs the amendmuent mean that a-
pioceeds frum live stock will go into the p4
amnd be dealt wvith like all other assets of I
board i

The PrEFMIER: It means that if theme
s;everal unsecured creditors, -none of tin
creditors could step in and seize thle sto
1. tried to get a clause of this descripti
pasgsed three years ago. To-day the tarn
might sell his stock, say a team of hors
ad pocket the money to the hurt of
creditors.

Mr. Hudson: 'You protect the secured Pm
not the unsecured creditors.

The PREIER: We have no need to p
tect the secured creditors:'

Hon. P. Collier: Of- conrse the ferni
would not sell his horses under such eoin
tions.

The PRETQER: He should not be f.
mitted to sell them.

1664
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Mr. Hudson:- I think you widl encourage
dishonesty rather than otherwise.

The PREMIER: The board find the whole
of the money to grow the crop and, after
charging interest and other thing;, the suii*
pit is is distributed.

Mr. Hudson: And you charge the creditor
for collecting his money.

The PRtEITIEB: There is a small charge.
The clause is necessary -for the protection of
creditors who have bad to stand out of their
money for severnl years.

Mr. Wilicock: And for the board too.
The PREMIER: This clause has always

'net with opposition in this House, and I
cannot understand why.

Mfr. Hudson: You should take it subject
to existing conditions.

The PlIEMIIER: When the stock is sold,
the proceeds will be distributed on a pro rata,
basis between the board and the creditors
the heon, member seeks to protect.,

Mfr, Hudson: 'Wheii will the final distribu-
tion be madet

M-r, Willeock: When the board have got all
they want.

The PREITER: No, we distribute the pro-
ceeds year by year. If the clause is not in-
eluded, these chattels might be attacked by
nny single creditor to the disadvantage of
other creditors.

Mr. Pickering: I think you will discourage
stocking.

The PREMIER: I do not think it will
have that effect.

Mr. MINALEY: If the Minister intends to
assumec control of the whole of the stock be
ought in all fairness to review the ratio of
assistance being given to the settlers.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with the
amendmient.

Air. MALEY: I aim endeavouring to show
why neither the amendment nor the clause
should be accepted. Many settlers have never
drawn anything like the maximum allowance
front the board because they were receiving
revenue fromn their stock. I admit some con-
trol should be obtained over the assets not
secured by the princripal Act. We know there
was a storm in a teacup over the assistance
to settlers, and it resulted in the resignation
of a MI~inister. The es-Minister issued an
edict that Cariners had to hand over the pro-
ceeds fromn stock.

Mr. Hudson:- They have to on stock sup-
pliedl by the board.

Mr. MA]' HY; Ther e are thousands of
sheep which are held under the leasing sys-
temt.

The CHAIRMAN: The hion. member must
confine himself to the amendment.

MrIt. FOLEY: Under the existing Act, thme
farmer has had the right to sell his stock.
If, instead of selling his wheat, he feeds it to
pigs and sulks the pigs, could not he escape
the obligation of which the Attorney General
spoke? Will the amendment give the farmner
this right which other farnmers do not pos-
ses?

Mr. HUDSON: No matter what the con-
ditions may be uinder which a farmer has
nequired stock or implements. or anything

elsc, this security will cover it because it
will come within the purview of the board,
[ want to see that whilst the farmer is being
looked after, the rest of the community are
also treated fairly. I have no desire to em-
barrass the board or the Government, and I
do not want to stultify the Act in any way,
but an injustice will be worked if 'the clause,
is left as it is, or if it has a retrospective
effect. I suggest that the Premier accept an
amendment so that the clause will not coma
into operation for a period of three or four'
months. That would give notice to the credi-
tors of the position and they could then
protect themselves.

Amasen dment put and negatived.

Mlr. WILLCOCK: What is the policy of the
board in connection with this matter? I. man
wlay dispose of stock; will the proceeds of
the sale be treated in the same way as is
being done with wheat now? Will the pro-
cees he taken by the board, or will they be
distributed amongst the creditors? A man
may be increasing his capital account and
getting con siderably better off at the ex-
penise of the people to whom he owes money.
Will the proceds of the sale of stock be taken
by the board or will those proceeds be dis-
tributed amongst the creditors?

Thle Premier: This clause will protect the
creditors,

Mr. WILLOOCK: Will everything be
dealt with through the board$ Does this
mnean that the proceeds from the sale of
stock will be dealt with by the boardl?

The Premier: Yes.
Mr. WILLOOCK: That is different from

what the policy of the board was before.
The Premier: No.
Mr. WITLLCOCK: It must be. Does the

clause mean that the proceeds will he dealt
with by the board?

The Prenrier: I have said yes three times.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: I1 realise that the en-

clenvour of the Government is to protect
themselves and to protect the creditors
against dishonest men.

The Premier: And protect the farmer too.
Mr. GRIFFITES: I would like to point

out. that in certain parts of mny electorate
these are settlers who are working hard.
Thecy are honest men who are endeavouring
to do the best thny can with the resources;
at their disposal. I had trouble with the de-
partmient a little while ago about a moats who
had a few pigs from the sale of which he
was able to raise money. He fed those pigs
on the waste products of the farm. That
mian did not utilise the proceeds front the
sale of the pigs for his own benefit, but he
paid for the labour of a man to further isa-
pr-ore the board's assets on the farm. I am
in accord with the desire to see that the
bard is protected, but I ami concerned
about the men wvho are striving to get along
iii the manner that I have quoted.

Mr. PICKERI.NG:- The departmient went
out of its way to encourage farmers to buy
stoc-k, The clanse will mean that every
.farmser whli tries to save money out ofi his
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sustenance allowance and is willing to put
that money into stock-

Mr. Maloy: Save money out of 9s. a day?
Mr. PICKERING: They may be able to

do it sometimes. The clause will have the
effect of preventing farmers doing that. It
will be no use a fanner investing in stock
if the only effect will be to increase the
security of the board.

Mr. MALEY: I should flke the Premier to
explain the moaning of the phrase "pani
passu."1 I have forgotten all I ever learned
of Latin. I think we should have the mean-
inig in English.

Tilo PRTEM~fIER: The Postponement of
Debts Act will noon cease to operate and,
unless the clause is agreed to, the outside
creditors of the farmer will have the right
to sue him and soil any stock which he has
not secured] to the board. Only in the inter-
ests of the farmiers am I concerned abont
having this clause in the Bill. It does not
make v'ery much difference to the beard, ux-
cept that the farmer will not be able to carry
on his operations if his stock and plant are
taken fromt him. The distribution of the
proceeds of the sale of any of his stock will
be mnade oe a pro rata basis between the out-
side creditors and the board. I advise the
Country party to agree to the clause; with-
out it the fairmers will not be safe.

Mr. WILLOOCK: I am glnd of the dis-
cussion. I was inclined to think the clause
was loaded, but until the Country party
miembers elucidated the position by question-
ing the Premier, we had not the real effect
of the provision. The tarners have been
protected for long past and been. permitted
to sell their stock and dodge payment to
their creditors. Now that there is a possi-
bility of their creditors being able to get
something out of the farmers on the cessa-
tion of thle Postponement of Debts Act, and
in order to permit the farmers to continue
dodging the payment of their debts, we are
to take them tinder the protection of the
I.A.B. It is to be a substitution of a new
protection for the protection of the Post-
ponenient of Debts Act. It is another sop to
the Country party. When are 'the farmers'
creditors to get something of what is owing
them I I object to the clause and -will oppose
it. The majority of the L.A.B. farmers have
been able to build up their capital while
dodging payment to their creditors. The
clause will indefinitely perpetuate that state
of affairs. Can the Premier tell us when
the I.A.B. is to go out of existenc9

The Hon orary . Minister: When the
weather breaks.

Mr. WTLLCOCK: The farmers' creditors
should be given a chance to come into their
own. I cannot see any end to the T.A.B., yet
until that end comes, the creditors of the
L.A.B. farmers must go wanting.

The PREMIER: To listen to the hon.
member, one would think the farmer desires
to rob everybody. As a matter of fact, if
the board bad not come into existence, the
farmers' creditors would have lost a great
deal more than they stand to lose now. It

will be seine comfort to the lion. member
to know it is expected that the farmers' in-
debtedness to the beard will be consider-
ably decreased as the result of the present
crop. To the 31st March the outstanding
advances niade by the board totalled
£:1,200,000. It is expected that by the 81st
of next March this will have been reduced
to £750,000.

Mr, Wilicock: The ax-_Minister told. us that
three years ago.

The PREMIER: Of course no one can
guarantee what is going to happen, hut at
least the present crops are now assured.
The outside creditors will get more this year
than they expected. The Us. guarantee to the
farmer 'Will rejresenit a further dividend to
the creditors.

Mr. Willeeck: When is the beard to.
cease.

The PREMIER: I do not know, any
more than does the bob, member. I hope
it Will Continue as long as it is of real use
to the country and to the fanner. It has done
a great deal of good and has served to pro-
duce millions of pounds worth of wheat,
which withiout the board, would not have been
p~roduced.

Mr. PICKERING:t I view the clause
with great suspicion. It is going to have
a rather bad effect, and will decrease the
amiount that will be returned to the farmer.
We have no guarantee that an increase will
be given to the farmers in the way of sus-
tenance allowa]]e.

The Premier: That was opposed. -

Mr. PICKERING: The cost of living has
gene up, and the incentive for these people
to save money and invest it in stock is
largely wanting.

Amendment put anid negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 5-agreed to.
Clause 6-Continuation of principal Act:
Mr. WIILCOCK: At this stage the Pro-

ier niight give the Commnittee sonme idea
as to how long this Bill will continue in
operation. He has expressed thle opinion that
it will probaibly last a conple of years. 'Will
he agree to its termitnting in 1.9221

The Premier: I agree.
Clanie put and passed,
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendmnt and the

report' adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

BILL-TREASURY BONDS DE-
F ICIENCY.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

hate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Rend a third time and transmitted to the
Council.
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BILL- COOLOARDIE GOLDFIELDS
WATER SUPPLY LOAN ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Commnittee.

Mr. Stubbs in tire Chair; The Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause -- contribution to sinking fund:

Mir. HUDSON; Ort the 12th, of this month
I asked a question of the Minister far Water
Supply arid I wish to read both the question
and his answer, They are as follows-

1, Unve tire Government recently reduced
tire price of water to be supplied from the
Goldfields Water Scheme to consumers in
tire agricultural districts? 2, Is it intended
to reduce the varoins prices charged in the
mining districts? 3, If so , wheti and to
what extent? 4, If. iot, wiry not?

The Minister for Water Supply replied:
1, Yes. 2 and 3, The wirole question of the
incidence of water charges will be dealt
with when the Coolgardie Goldfields Water
Supply Loan -Act Anreudirrent V111 becomes
an Act. 4, Answered by 2 and .3.
Thre Premier: This clause does not deal

with the price of water.
Air, HiUDSON: It affects the general finanr-

cial position of the water scheme, and the
price of thle water is involved in that. Up
to the presenlt the consumers on the goidfields
have been Olrnrged a certain rate, which has
been estimated onl thle fact that the scheme
had to pay a. sinking fund( upon tire loan ob-
tained for the purpose08 Of Carrying Out the
rurdrtaking. Tim Minister for Water Sup-
lily was able to reduce the price of water to
agriculturists before tire passage of this Bill,
but refused to give the mining conmmunity
any defiulitL- date after the passage of this
'Bill, when hie would] alter the price of water
charged to thenm. This has been a great dis-
appointment to thosecengaged in the industry,
The question of the charges anid the general
incidence relating to the goldIfields water
scheme shrould be dealt with together. The
mining conmmrunity aught to have preference
in any corraideratior, for tire reduction. in the
price of water.

The CHAIJRM1VAN: I have allowed the lion.
menmber to explain his point, hut cannot per-
mnit any further discuissioni along these lines
onl this clause.

Mr. HUDSON: I must protest against the
action of the Minister in this matter, and
'urge u~pon thle Premier to give an assurance
to those concerned in the mining industry
that the promise nmade by his coilleague will
be fulfilled at an early dlate. .

The PRZEMIER: Any promise made by miy
colleangue will be henoured. I am unfortun-
ately not permitted to make a statement re-
gaurding water supply generally.

Clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

-report adopted.
Reed a third tiume and transmitted to the

Council.

[62]

BILL-ELECTORAL AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.

Clause a-Insertion of now section after
Section 44; cormpulsory enrolment for As-
serrrbly:

Herr. W. C. AN 0-WIN: The maximum
penalty of £10 proposed is too heavy. I
move anl amendmnt-

That in the last line of Subsection (1)
of proposed new Section 44a the word
''ten'' be struck out and ''two'' inserted
in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Oa the same
ground, I move a further -amendment-

That in the last line of Subsection (2)
of p~roposed new Section 44a the word
"'ten" be struck out and "'two'' inserted
in lieu.
Amendment put and passed.

Mr. PICKERING: On behalf of the
mnember for Willianra-Narrogin I move an
amen dment-

That thre following be added to proposed
new Section 44a to stand as Subsection
(4) :-

''The registrar of the district concerned
shall issue a receipt to the elector for each
claim received."

I iuderstand thre Attorney General haes no
objection to this amrcndmrent. The first and
secondi subsections carry penalties, and the
urere fact of non-enrolment within 21 days
after becoming entitled to enrolment is to be
demed a contraventionl of the Electoral Act.
Therefore receipts should he given for claim
cards which are lodged.

Hon. WI. C. ANO'WIN: I expected to
hear sonmethring on this amendment from the
Minister in ch arge of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Having
made inquiries from the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer, I see no objection to this amendment.

Herr. WV. C. Angwin: Will it cost the
country £600 or £1,000 a year to carry this
out?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: My opin-
ion is that it Nvill cost vary little.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The giving of a
receipt en every change of residence will
cost a good deal. Under the proposed sub-
section a receipt will have to be given every
time an elector removes, net merely from one
electorail district to another, but fromn one
street to another in the same district. The
Ceommonwealth Electoral Department, of
course, canl easily send receipts, seeing that
they incur no postage. I hope the Attorney
General will take steps to allonw of the State
availing itself of the Comnmonwealth roll.
Compulsory enrolment is, in my opinion, anr

-impossibility for the State without a con-
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siderable increase in the State Electoral
staff.

Mr. PICKERING; I hope hot. members
will carry the amendment. Many applicants
will hand in their applications personally,
and will take the receipt away with themn.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I appre-
ciate the remarks of the member for North-
East Fremantle. Any Government in power
12 months hence will find it necessary to re-
vise the Electoral Act, and by that time we
shall have had experience of how this amend-
ment works.

Mr. ROOKE: Even if the amendment in-
volves some expense, it is necessary in the
interests of justice. If a man lodges a9 claim
card and itis lost-as it mnay be-hie is liable
to prosecution.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 4-Substitution of new section for
Section 192; collection of information for
preparation of rolls:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Here again a
inaxinunm penalty of £10 is too heavy. I
move an amendment-

That in the last line of proposed new
Section 192 the word "ten" be struck out
and "two" inserted in lieu.*

Amendment put and passed; the clause as,
amended agreed to.

Clause 5-Various amendments; schedule:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On the

second reading there was some misapprehen-
sion with regard to ballot boxes. The State
ballot box has an inside lid with a slit in it,
and then an outside lid which locks. The
Federal ballot box has one lid with a slit
in it;' but to cover that slit there is a fas-
tener which is drawn over, being worked in
a slot, and is locked outside. That Cover has
the same efloet an the outside lidl

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
Clause 5 and not with the schedule.

Clause pnt and passed.

Clause U3-agreed to.

Schedule:
Onl motion by the Attorney Genieral,

schedule ainended hy inserting after "parai-
graph,"''in line 4, the following words:-
'Strike nut 'the outer cover of,' in para-

graph (3), and add to paragraph (3) the
following words: 'The cleft shall also be
closed and sealed unless the ballot box is.
provided with an outer cover without a
cleft' '; and by inserting after the word
''occur,'' in line 9, the following words:
''Add to subsection (1), 'The cleft shall also
be closed and sealed unless the ballot box is
provided with an outer covering without a
cleft.' 1

Schedule as amlended agreed to.
New clause:
Hon. W. C'. ANGWIN: In. dealing with

the Constitution Act Amendment Bill the -
oilier night, the Attorney General pointed

out that the Act of 1918 was too severe, in
that any person who made an untrue state-
mnt even in good faith was liable to- a; fine
ot £20. That was not the intention of the
House, and I understood that the Minister
proposed to alter it,

The Attorney General: Yes, I said I would
if you let something else pass.

Hen. WV. CI ANOWIN: Two wrongs donot
make a right. I move-

That the following be inserted to stand
as Clause 7: Clause 5 of the Amending
Electoral Act of 1918 is hereby amended
by striking out of line 1 of Subsection 1,
of Section 188a the words ''shall not make
any, untrue,'' and inserting in lieu thereof
thle words ''knowingly or wilfully making-
a false.''

The section will then read-
A person knowingly or wilfully making-

a false statement in any electoral paper,.
or in answer to -any question under this-
Act, or i any infornmation supplied to any-
oflicer or canvasser for the purposes of the.
preparation of new rolls.
The'Attorney Genersi: I am not objecting.

New clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to,

[The Speaker resumned the Chair.]

Bill reported With autenduteuts and the
report adopted,

RL-TEAPFIC.

Council's Amendments.
Schtedula of 13 amendments made by ther

Legislative Council nuow considered:

In Committee.
Mr. Stuhbs in the Chair; the Minister for

Works in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 4-Add to the interpreta-

tion of ''district'' the words ''the term in-
chides sub-distrit'':

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move-

That the amendment be agreed to
Question put and pnssed; the Council's

amiendmnrt agreed to
No. 2. Clanuse 'l-Add to the interpreta-

tion of ''local auithority'' the words ''and
as the licensing authority within the metro-
politani area, as defined by regulation";

The MTN[STER FOR WORKS; I have uo
objection to this ameandment. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question puit and passed; the Council's
aindment agreed to.

No. .3. Clause 4-Insert after the inter-
pretation of ''road" a paragraph as follows:

1'Sub-district' means that portion of a
mutnicipal district or road district which is
Within the hoiandarics of the metropolitan
area, as dlefined by regulation, where a por-
tionn only of any such district is comprised
within that area.''
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The MTIISTER FOR WORKS: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 18-Tn paragraph (f) strike
out the words ''or the' number of licenses
issued has reached the prescribed limit'' in
lines 4 and 5:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Eon. W. C. Angwin: I do not see that the
inclusion of those words will do any good.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment Agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 83.-Strike out the word
''Part'' in line 2 and insert ''division'':

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council 's
amendment agreed to.

No\'. 6. Clause 8.-Strike out the first six
lines and insert the following in lieu there-
of:-No person shall carry or cause or per-
mit to be carried onl any road by any vehicle
a greater weight, including the weight of the
vehicle, than that prescribed by the Fourth
Schedule, for each inclh or portion of an inch
of the width of the bearing surface of the
tire of each wheel of the vehicle.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment will be absolutely necessary if
we are to carry out thle schedule suggested
by another place. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
H~on. W. C. ANOWIN: There is no neces-

sity now to emoploy a nathemantician to work
ont these Aweights, as they appeal- in the
schedule they are clear and distinct.

Question put and passed; thle Council 's
amendment agreed to.

No. 7. Clauase 38.-Strike out the words
'"two miles'' in line 6 and insert ''one

ifle '

Thle MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; thle Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 8. Clause 40, paragraph (n).-Be-

fore the word ''regulate'' insert the words
"'prohibit or'':

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Thisamendment deals with the regulation of pro-
cessions. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Hion. W. C. ANffWTN: These words were

in thme Bill when it was before this Chamber
in the first instance and they were struck
out on the motion of the member for North
Perth. In the future, however, the eontrol
of processions will be in thle hands of the
Minister and there will be no difficulty about

them provided they are carried out in a
proper manner. I hope the amnendment will
be agreed to. The Government represent
thle whole Of thle State, anmd I do not think
this power should be left to a local auth-
ority.

Mr. MINSIE: I trust the Committee
will not agree to the amendment. It is put-
ting back into the hands of the local auth-
orities thle power to prohibit processions.
The loecal bumbles of Perth, had they the
power, would have prohibited the recent
Eight Hlours' Day procession. Even when
it was over, to vindicate their dignity they
had to prosecute the chief marshal. I say
this absurdity should ,ease.

Thme Minister for Works: I will not insist
upon thle amendment.

Mr. MUNSIE: I hope the Committee will
nlot agree to it.

Question put and negatived; the Council's
aniendinent not agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 40.-Add a, new-paragraph
after paragraph (xii.), to stand as (xiii.),a
follows:- 'Prescr.ibe the fee and regulate
other matters for any vehicle not otherwise
provided for in this Act.''

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move-
That thle amendment be agreed to.

Tis will. be a very useful provision. The
developmnt of the motor vehicle is fairly
rapi, and already wre have in Perth one
vehicle with five 'wheels. If the amendment
is passed, it will enable the Minister to make
suitable provisionm for such vehicles.

Question put and passed; .the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 10. Clause 40.-Add a new paragraph
to stand as (xi,.), a, follows:- 'Regulate
the use and driving of camels, and for that
Purpose niay-(a) limit the number of
camels to be driven by one driver; (b) re-quire the annual registration Of camels and
tile Paymlent of an annual registration for
pack camels":

The MINISTER FOR WOR]KS: I move_
That the amendment be agreed to.

This raragraph is virtually a replacement
of the Provision struck out when the Bill
was originally before us. The argument used
against it wvas that on 'the Eastern goldfields
and on, the lMurchison all the camels were in
time hands of white men. Since then I have
beens informed that the incidence of tile pro.
vision relates more particularly to the Wyad.
ham,, district, where virtually all the camiels
are in the hands of Afgliens.Ithn tos

persns soul be adeto contribute to the
revenue of the State in which they are doing
fairly well.

Mr. SMITH: I hope the Committee will
nlot agree to the amendment. On, a previous
Occasion we were toost emphatic in striking
it out, and I do not think the Minister haes
given any good reasons why it should be re-
instated. Virtually all thme traffic in the far
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North is tarried by camels. It would be most
unfair to further hamper that district.
Rather should we be progressive in our legis-
lation. 'lhere are already too many restric-
tive regulations concerning the North.

Mr. IJURACK: I hope the amendment will
be agreed to. In the Wyndham district there
are 300 or 400 camels, principally in the
hands of Afghans. None of those camels
are employed in wagons or drays. They pay
nothing for their agitmeat, but roam about
all over thle place. I do not think their owners
should be allowed that latitude. The tax
will not be imposed upon camels used in
wagons or drays; it relates merely to pack
tanols which, in single file, constitute a de-
structive factor on our roads. The use of
eaiiiels i teams should be encouraged.

Mr. MALEDY: I hope the amendment will
be agreed to. I think it only right that we
should have somec control over the camels.
When we were dealing with the Road Dis-
tricts Bill, the Committee refused to give the
local autlhorities power to provide for the
registration of goats. This was done prim-
airily at the instigation of the member for
Carnarvon (Mr. Angelo), who made the as-
toundiiug statement that camels were more
afraid, of horses than were horse of camel.

i r. ANGELO: I have no objection to
the aumendmnent, which is quite different from
the original provision. This only deals with
the registration of pack camels. Mary years
ago ntearly the whole of the camels in the
North-West were owned by Afghans. To-day
every station owner has his camel team, and
nearly all the drivers in the Gascoyne arc
white mn. Very few of the camels are pack
cameils, and they are practically all driven
in teaums of 17, Ganmels have been found
to be very necessary in the Gascoyne district;
both for carting wool to the port and cart-
ing provisions back to the station. As they
are driven by white men I cannot see why
they should be treated differently from horses
or- bullocks. .1 have known of cases in which
camels have been more afraid of horses than
horses of came1l

'Mr. MUNSIE: If there is one class of
camiel that should not be taxed in this coun-
try it is the pack camnel, because that is the
animal so largely used by the prospector in
his searches in thme bush. Apparently, how-
ever, it is proposed to tax this particular
class of aujumial, and to allow those who Ie
umaking their living out of them, such as the
users in the North-West, to go scot-free.

The Minister for Works: Do you not think
we should regulate the use of canliols as well
as of other anlimlals!

Mr, MUNSIE: I take exception to the
registration of pack camels in particular, and
the imiposition of a, license fee in connection
with them. I have no objection to the Minis-
ter getting all the information required, to
enable -him to register cnmels, hut I do ob-
ject to this differential treatment in the case
of pack camels.

M1%r. Foley: Cut out the w-ord "pack.'

M~r. MUNSIE: Then all camnels would be
included. If the Minister would introduce
a clause providing for a registration fee for
every animal, horse, bullock, or camel, we
nmight be prepared to consider it. There are
more white men using camels to-day than
there are foreigners, particularly where they
are driven. I am not prepared to make a man
with a camel team pay a license when a man
with a horse team pays nothing. I move an
amendment-

That paragraph (b) of the Council's
amendment be struck out.

The MINI(STER FOR 'WORKS: It is said
that there is, a great deal of traffic as a
result of the use of camels. I understand
that there should not be a prohibitive amount
imiposed in connection with the registration
of -these animals. If the hon. member would
ho, prepared to accept a suggestion from me
that the license fee in the case of camels
should not be more than 5s. that would be
agreejeble to me. This would give us some
hold] upon the owners of camels, who should
be regulated in some way. Under the old
Act there was provision for the imposition
of a fee of £1 in the case of camels for hire,
and varying amounts in other eases.

Mr. Smith: Another department for col-
lectimag fees!

Tme MINISTER FOR WORKS: Appar-
ently I am always hurting the hon. member's
feelings. The work would be done, and the
fees would pay the expenses of officers who
already exist.

,Mr. Foley: They pay a fee now.
The MWI~nSTER FOR WORKS: Why

shoild they not continue to pay a fee?
Mr. I.%iunsic: Why. should they?

The AlINTSTER FOR WORKS: I do
not care what colour the camme] drivers may
be, if they are getting their living in the
State they should contribute towards the rev-
enue of thle State.

Ailr. MUNSIB: I am not prepared to ac-
cept the Minister's suggestion. If he would
accept from nme anl amiendment to strike out
aill the words after ''camels'' and add the
word ''all," making the paragraph read
''require the annual registration of all
camels,'' I think that would meet with any
requirements. 1' have had numerous deputa-
tions from umen regarding the real position
so far as the use of camels is concerned.

nila MKinister for Works: You could get
twenty deputations from people in' Perth
against the income tax.

M&r. MUNSIE: And the Minister will get
them, too, because that is unjust. Whiy place
a special tax on those mien because they hap-
pen to be using camels?

"Mr. Foley: Their industry is not taxed as
much.

31r. ItuYSTE: Under this BiUl they will
pay Just the same as any other class of
drivers.
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Ir. Smith: Why does the Minister want
registration of camels?

Mr. MU NSIE: For the purpose of taxa-
Lion.

M-r, MALEY: In many parts of the State,
on account of the dry stages, horses could
not. enter into competition with camels; but
elsewhere the horse is being unnecessarily
dlisplaced. by the camel. The horse requires
feeding, and in that way promotes produc-
tion. A registration fee should be imposed
on camels in order that their owners may
contribute sonic revenue.

Mr. FOLEY: I have no wish to see any
section of the community specially taxed.
Horses and camiels have been used together
on the outback roads of this State, and
greatly to the disadvantage of the horse
owner, and also of the motor driver. Camels
are nearly always driven by Afghans. Horses
have to be fed, and petrol is very expensive;
yet the Afghan charges just as heavily as
the horse teamster or the motor driver. More-
over, the Afghan lives on the smell of an
oil rag; and thus he contributes little or
nothing to the revenue of the State. The
white teeamster or motor driver generally
maintains a home, whereas the Afghan merely
camps alongside the road. Certainly, the
Afghan camel driver who competes with the
wheeled vehicle, which is taxed, should also
be taxed. The prospector who goes out with
perhaps one or two eamels will willingly pay
the registration fee when hie knows that the
Afghans are paying heavily.

Mr. MUNLSrE-. Perhaps the Minister can
suggest an ainendoment which will get over
the difficulty. I ant willing to admit that
the man who uses pack camels should pay
soinuthiug as well as the man who uses camels
to draw a wagon. A prospector generally
goes4 out iith three camels-two pack camels1
.and a riding camel. Prospectors have already
expressed strong objection to paying license
fees on their camels. Under this amendment
camnels ini a wagon team will net pay any fee
at all.

Thu MINI STER FOR WORKS: Thme lion.
member 'a difficulty might be met by impos-
ing a registration fee of .5s. on pack camels
used for the carriage of goods.

Mr. 'XI7UNSLE: Yes. T ask leave to with-
d~raw my amendment on the Council's amend-
meant.

Amendmtent OnL the Council's amendment
by leave withdrawn.

The M~TTRFOR WORKS: I will
withdraw miy motion "That the Council's
amendmient bc agrreed to'' for the purpose of
substituting another.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

The MiTNISTER FOR WORKS: I nowv
mnove-

That the Council 's amendment be agreed
to subject to the following amendment:
''That in paragraph (h) all the words
after I'of,'I in line 1, be struck out and the
following inserted in lieu: 'all camels,
and the payment of an annual registration

fee of five shillings per head for pack
camels used for the carriage of goods.' "'

Mr. MCJNSIE: Should not the Minister
include the -words ''for hire'' The pros-.
peetom, whom I wish to exempt, carries,
goods.

The Minister for Works: T. shall, agree to.
insert a proviso to exempt prospectors.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS-. I move-

That the following proviso be added:..
'Provided that camels used for pros-

pecting purposes shall be exempt."

Question put and passed; the Council's.
ainendment -is amended agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 61-After the word
''and,'' in line two, insert the words ''Sub-
section (a) of'':

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move-

That the amnindment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's.
amiendmnent agreed to,

No, 12. Now clause-Add the following
clause, to stand as 12: "Apportionment of'
fees between districts.-12. (1) The local
authority of any district which has, after the
commencenient of this Act, received any
vehicle or other license fee for a vehicle used
for the carriage of passengers for hire, or
the carriage of goods for reward shall, if
the license has been wholly or mainly exer-
cised in another district, pay such fee on
demn)Md to the local authority of such ether
district. (2) If any dispute shall arise be-
tween local authorities touching theL question
as to which district a license has been wholly
or mainly exercised in, the question shall be
tried and determined by a police or resident
magistrate in accordance with the prescribed
procedure.''

The %3[IXISTER FOR WORKCS: This is
the outcome of a particular case that hap-
penmed in the Leonora district. Cobb & Co.
run nieter-cars, and the bulk of their time is
spent iii the teenera-Malcoim road district
but, for sonmc reason not quits clear, thsy
license one of their cars iii one district and'
another in an adjacent district, but nione at
ell in the Leonora-Mfalchm district. It was'
shown that, in the Mount Sir Samuel district
where they paid one fee, they stored a car-
for one night, and in the Wiluna district
they had a ear for only a day. The Leomiora-
Malcolm district feel that they have a right
to their proper share of these foes. I believe'
the samte thing occurs in a few other out-
back districts, nnI I am advised that it is
-only a mnatter of justice to agree to this
nmnendument. I move--

That the amendment be agreed to.
Questien put and passed; the Council's.

amendment agreed to.
No. 13. Now Sceedle-Add a schedule,

as follows :-ourth Schedule.-The follow-
ing is the scale of weights referred to in
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"Section 34 of the Act, regulating load (in-
eluding the weight of vehicle) to be carried
according to the Width of tire:-

Ve~l. Width of Tire. WIchin oad
hundred-
Weighte.

-wheels, lioes. cwt, qrs.
For Tires of-

.2 U Inches .. 4 0 12 0
4 fI , 4j 1 5 2
2 it It 4 0 0153
4 It .. 41 118 1
2 2. ,, 1 0 0
4 2 , 5* 2 2 0
2 21 ,, S 1 7 2
4 2j , & 2 217 2
2 5 *, 1 18 04 3 Q 3515 0
2 at 61 8 2 5 2
4 S3.......of 4 142
2 4 ,,7 218 0

4~~ ~ 2 14 4t 71 8 19 2
2 5 , .. 8 4 0 0
4 f 8. 4 5 0
.2 51 88. 4 413 2
4 at, 0 12 2

The width of bearing surface as defined by Section 4 of
ttc~ Act Is for the tires as originally made, ad does not

:permit of ay extra weight by increased width owing to
-any spread of tire occasioned by wear or otherwise.

The MINIST'ER FOR WORKS: This is
consequential. It provides a new scale of
weights -which it is hoped will prove satis-
fac-tory. I am afraid some of the country
road districts will not be quite pleased with
it but it represents a compromise. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. S211TH: The schedule does not go
far enough. Whoever dIrew it up appears to
know little about it. A two-wheeled vehicle
may carry 12 ewt, including the weight of
the vehicle, but the vehicle would weigh the
best. part of 12 ewt. It will mean that people
wVho hire these vehicles will have to, pay a
man to make two or three trips instead of
one0. The schedule might be suitable for
the country, but it is not suitable for the
metropolitan area, where we have good
roads, and where heavier loads could easily
be carried.

The Minister for Works: We have to deal
with sulkies.
* MTr. SMIUTU: A man with a light sulky

should be alel to carry a heavier load on the
wvell metalled roads of the metropolitan
areat. The weigh 't should be increased by
icet. per inch.

The -MIA11STER FOR 'WORKS- This Bill
applies to the whole of the State. Perth
has mnagnificent roads. but the country dis-
tricts have not and, if vehicles in the country
are overloaded, they cut through the surface,
and cause great damage. This schedule re-
presents a good compromise.

Question put and pessed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

f The Spealker resumed the Chair.)

Resolutions reported, the report adopt
and n committee, consisting of the Attorsn
General, the inister Yor Works, and A
Munsie, appointed to draw up reasons I
disagreeing with one amendment andj
agreeing to another with amendments.

Heasons adopted and a Message aceo
ingly returned to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20.

In Committee of Supply.
Resuimed from the '21st November; 1,

Stubbs in the Chair '
Business undertakings, continued; H(

WV. 1. George, Minister.
Vote-'Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewi

age, and Drainage undertaking, £88,034:
Hon, W. C. ANGWfl4: This is a i's

large undertaking and involves close on t'
millions sterling. Snrely the Minister w
give some information to the Committee
regard to it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J.George-Mu~trray - Wellington) [10.41

The report of the Water Supply, Sewerat
and Drainage Department has been on t
Table of the House for some liti
time, but I hind hoped to get
printed and distributed amongst lie
inenibars before now. Unfortunuate
however, far various reasons it is n
yet available. Hon. members will s
from a, foot-note that ''the Estimates a
based en rates of pay obtaining on the I
July, 1919, that several industries axe am

*before the Arbitration Court applying f
considerable increases of pay, that'it is ii
possible for the department to forecast t
effect the awards may have on the casts
*works and undertakings." Hon. inembe
will have noticed in. the "'West Australian
to-day that an award has been given by t
Arbitration Court in connection with t
Railway Department employees. That awn,
will make a considerable difference to t
whole of the labour employed by the Cover
nient of Western Australia. So far as t
Railway Department is concerned I undt
stand that the difference will be coasid(
able, probably £250,000 per annum. So f:
as the departments which I control are co
cerned, the effect will be to increase the e
penditure by something like £50,000 per a
num. Y cannot give the apportionment
this particular work, but very few words a
required frain me to show that our Estimat
of expenditure arc likely to be largely e
ceeded. The amount of revenue receivi
andl mil into the Treasury last year w.
£E346,500, including about £E4,000 cash pa.
nieuts for intarest on sewerage mciii
capital and sundries. The actual anon
received, theref ore, was £150,065. FR
the present financial year we u
pect to he able to collect £t54,00
ahnd a good deal of this is to come fro
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increases in the sale of water to the rail-
ways, shipping, and domestic services. And
further, I am pleased to say that the altera-
tioni in the system of collection is bringing
into the Treasury a larger amnomnt of
arrears; in fact, looking at the collections up
to this dlay, I find we have already exceeded
by about £2,000 the amount collected for the
same period of last year. I have had this
question of arrears gone into very carefully,
ad 'when. the figures were brought before

me by the officers I wrote off about £2,000
which seemed to me to be uncollectable. As
to exccss water accounts which have been
left after the tenants who should have paid"
them vacated the houses--some will say it
should hlave been collected before the tenants
went out, but those experienced in household
property will know that the sudden de-
parture of a tenant is act always to be fore-
seen-i. am sure we canl do nothing more
than we ame doing now. Wherever we find
small excesses of water at the time of read-
lng the mneter the chief inspectors endeavour
to collect there iand then. In a number of
eases the amounts for rates have been in
arrears for sonme time. Those eases are dealt
with sympathetically. [ think the Commit-
tee will be with me in this. When, as the
result of hardship, a man is prevented fromi
paying right uip to the day, I do not think
the Committee would wish ine to press him.
The expenses last year charged to Consoli-
dated Revenue amounted to £84,950, whereas
thie estimate for this year is £88,000, or an
increase of £3,000. This is made uip of in-
creases in salary expenditure owing to ad-
vances which have been dealt with several
timnes in the House, and £2,000 operating
expenses. But, as I have previously stated,
the award which has been delivered will
caime our expenditure to rise considerably.
it the working of the scheme the year just
passed has been rather a good one, as wve
were able to use a large quantity of water
from the Victoria reservoir, much more
than for many years past, with the' result
that we were able to keep down our
pumnping expenses. We have made pro-
vision in the Estimates for the in-
creased cost of coal, and also in case there
is a further increased cost or account of
wages. The capital expenditure to th6 30th
June last was £E2,015,526. The amount of
capital expended in works last year Nuaf
£5.3, 525. The capital account was reduced
by £21,038 thron~gh the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department being relieved of the
capital expenditure on the WelIi ngton -street
buildings now occupied by the Taxation De-
partment. The main items of capital ex-
pendliture last *year were, suipplementary bore
in Loftus-street, rising mawn, etc.. £11,000, new
pumping plant at North Fremautle, £2, 300,
enlargement of mains aind improvements of
water supplies at Nedlands, Midland, Guild-
ford, Armadale, North Perth, West Perth,
Claremont and Subiaco, V9 ,000; while
on account of sewerage there is an
amount of £3,500 expended in the extensien
of reticulation sewers, and £6,400 in the

erection of new filter beds. The only storm-
water drainage work carried out last, year
was the Hyde Park drain, representing'
£2,857. Ia regard to the future, the depart-
ineat is faced with the fact that the con-
sumption of water is steadily increasing,
and many of the mains which were laid.
when the population was much smaller are
absolutely inadelu ate to meet the present
demand. We have laid down Mount-street
during the last 12 months a 36-inch main.,
In the first place there was a 12-inch main,.
and later the 18-inch main, u-hick was laid
about ten years ago. We could have put in a.
smnller main on this occasion, but knowing
as we do that the growth of a city like Perth
is very rapid, it was considered to be on--
economical to put down a 30-inch main, not-
withstanding that the 36-inch main will not
be fully taxed during the next seven or-
eight years. But the cost of raw material
has been very high. We have had to pay
at the State Implement Works and Mon-
teith's for material to make the pipes about
50 par cent, more than we used to pay for-
the finished artieh. We have paid up to £20
per ton for pipes which a few years ago.
would have cost LB or 9. Therefore the af-
forts of the officers are directed to conserv-
ing the water and deferring as long as it
is safe to do so the expenditure of the cap-
ital on the enlargement of the mains, lbe-
cause we believe that within the next two.-
years the cost of raw material will return to.
normal again. The enlargement of a main
in Perth is not to say that the revenue will
be increased in proportion to the expendi-
ture. The people are using more water, it
is true, but the rating in Perth proper, is so-
high that very little -extra mnoney canl be
expected. from the increased sales of water,
because the rating allows the consumners to-
take a very large quantity without further
expenditure. There are various proposal4t
afoot for improvements and extensions cover-
ing the requirements of this and future
years. I am sure the Comumittee will recog-
nise thmat tme engineers are carrying out their,
duties well if they are looking, not merely
to the next five- or ten years, but are con-
sidering the ulitnmate, requirements of the-
city up to, say, .30 or 50 years ahead. T do.
not wish the Committee to understand that
we are entering upon a scheme such as that;
but whatever improvements we are making-
are all part of a scheme which, in tho jimdg-
mecnt of the engineers, will be required] at
the end of the period I have mentioned.
There are some other matters which can be.
fully explained when we reach the Govern-
ment Property Trust Aeccount Estimates. It
is advisable that the water should be very-
carefully used in the city supplies-
end that no waste be permitted. At
seone -periods of the year we -are. supplying
to Perth iS million gallons of Water
daily. When the original scheme was com-
pleted by Necil -3fcNeil, for whom .T was man-
nker, and water was first turned on in 1801,
it s capacity was 500,000 gallons per day,
which was then considered suifficient to meet
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all requirements for a number of years ahead.
I should 111c hion. members to understand
that whilst no doubt the department will be
able to meet the call made upon it, it is still
,advisable to preach economy in the use of
water. The Public Works Estimates show
.that in 1916-17, when the metropolitan and
:goldfields water schemes were amalgamated
as one Organisation, the expenditure on sal-
aries "-as £E40,488. It is estimated that the.
figure this year will be £E41,311. The amount
.expended on salaries in the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department last year was
122,130. This year it is expected to rend'
£23,204. The position in regard to the per-
nianent officers of the Metropolitan Water
Supply Departmecnt who enlisted with the
A.'LF. is as follows: from the 1st July this
year to the 15th September, nine officers re-
sumed duty, their aggregate salaries being
£1,584, while to wake room for them, eight
temporary offiers with aggregate salaries of
£1,110 were retrenchied. There are still 1i5
permanent officers to return, their aggregate
.salaries being £E2,532. We find it is not a]-
ways practicable to pay off a man to make
room for another officer, as the returned sel-
-diers natnrally are somewhat out of touch
with their work and it is advisable that we
-should keep onl, for a little timec at least,
,officers thoroughly in touch with their work,
so that the returned soldiers may have a
chance to thoroughly understand the posi-
tion. It is very hard to retrench married
men with families who have been employed
-as temporary officers during the absence of
the soldiers. It is one of those things which
cannot be helped, and every effort is made
to deal sympatheti call y wvith those who have
to retire. It there is a chance to find
them employment in any other department
that chance is availed of. The amended
rate books for this year provide for two in-
steadi of three balances in the year, it being
found that two are quite sufficient, and that
as against three it saves considerable expense
in books and clerical work. The amended
rate notices for this year have resulted in the
anviug of a fair amnunt. The departmental

-officers are now Writing Up the rate books
in their ordinary time, which has effected a
-saving of about £176. Formerly special men.
bad to be put on to do this work, or else the
-departmental officers were called epon to do
it in overtime. With regard to sewer-
age to the 30th Tune last, 615 sewer-
age house connections were made. Of
these 574, or 93 per, cent., were paid for
in toll. An extelision ot'time for payment was
given in nine cases, while there are onkly q2
debtors to the department who owe small
bpalances. Thle system established in cornee-
tion with the sewverage busines has proved a
great convenience to the general public, anid
the actioa of the Government in installing
the system lhas been appreciatedi. 'We also
find that general complaints on the part of
-the public have been considerably minimisedl.
That is principally due to the fact that an'
officer has been specially appointed to go

into these complaints and settle them at
Once.

[Mlr. Piesse took the Chair.]

Mir. MUNSIE (B1annans) [13.1] : The
Minister has stated that the expenditure last
year for the purpose of installing three new
inaijis ill various places, including North
Perth, amounted to £1I8,000. Later on he
urged[ upon hion. members the necessity for
seeing that economay was exercised so far as
thle water supply was concerned. It is a mat-
ter of impossibility to be anything else but

Neeononlical in the use of water, if one hap.
pens to he living in North Perth: It is im-
possible to get water in that locality. I
was suirprised to hear that a portion of this
£E18,000 had been expended in North Perth
in increasing the size of thle main to that
district. The suanner has hardly started and
we have only had one really hot dlay, bint on
that day it was impossible to get sufficient
waiter to pot onl the garden. When the no0w
reser-voir was put in at Mft. Hawthorn, thle
position, so far as North- Perth is concerned,
was relieved to some extent. Since thenm,
however, it has become gradually worse.
During this summier, if we have a hot spei1

I am afraid the people, p~articularly those
wrho live at the top end, in Walcott-street,
for instance, will not get any water at all.
'r trust the Mtinister will see that a more ade-
qutmlte supply is givenl to that portion of the
eity. Ina connection with thle Policy adopted,
I[ was told earlier in the session that I would
have an opportuiuty of dealing wvith that on
this vote. It seems to me that the Govern-
iment haqve adopted a. principle, irrespective
of thle juistice or otherwise of the position,
of putting officers off in order to replace
thein by returned soldiers. The returned so]-
fliers are not looking for that class of re-
patriationi. They do not want mn put out
of work in order that they may be given a
job, more particularly when it cones to a
question of sacrificing a nian who has a
record of many years of goodl service. If
there are officers in the service who were
there before they enlisted and went to the
war, and whose places were taken temporarily
by other officers, I1 have no objection to the
old officers getting their positions on their
return. It is, however, going too far to l)ut
OF a man who has been 18 years in thle ser-
vice and who was close on .50 years of age
when war was declared and against whom
there are no complaints, in order' to replace
hini by a returned soldier.

Tme Minister for Works: Are you referring
to Austinl If, so this mna has not been put
off.

'Mr. MTUNSIE: Yes, but I do not know him
personally.

The Minister for Works: I know he is a
really good man.

Mr. MTUNSIE: I have it on good authority
that this officer was served with a notice
that after a given date his services would
niot be required.
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The Minister for Works: Hle will not be
put off. If you had not brought up the mait-
ter I would not have rat him off as I know
the mil very well; but your information is
quite correct.

Mr. IWTJINSIE: I believe the same thing
hnks beent done with other officers. I must
protest against the introduction by the Gov.
ertuient of this principle of putting people
off in order to replace thetm by returned
soldiers. T amniot, however, opposed to
preference being given to returned soldiers.
Where there is a job vacant for which two
mel are applying, one of them being a re-
turned soldier, it is the duty of the Govern-
mnent to give the returnedl soldier that posi-
tion. [ contend that the principle about
which 1. an, speaking is not one of prefer-
ence to returned soldiers, and that they are
not looking for that kind of work. It simply
means that the Government are putting num-
bers of people onl the labour market, which
is a bad principle. I trust the Minister will
make a note of the position regarding the
supply of water to the ratepayers. No one
can grumble at the price that is charged for
excess water, but the rates themselves are
fairly stiff and the people are entitled to
get a fair supply for, the money they pay.
I do not know how people will get on in
some of the suburbs of Perth if we get a
spell of hot weather. Last Saturday, the
first hlot dlay of the summer, it took quite
five minutes to fill a cup fr-on, a water tapi
turned on full.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [1.1.81: I. en-
dorse the renmarks of the member for Hall-
Ruans with regard to the water supply at
North Perth, and I amt afraid the position
this year will be a serious one. The supply
last year was had enough, but since then
many more houses have been built in the dis-
trict. I do not suppose there is any portion
of the metropolitan area where building
has been so rapid as has been, the case at
North Perth. With the increased demand
for water there is bound to be a breakdown
of the supply in the sumimer. T trust the
Minister will make special inquiries into the
position beforehand so that he will not be
caught. I do not know if it is possible to
temporarily hitch up with the Goldfields
Water Supply Scheme.

The Minister for Works: We have any
amount of water but the difficulty is to get
it through thle mlains.

Mr. SMItETH: I am pleased to hear that
Mr. Austin is not being retrenehed. It
would hlave been a scandal if he hadl lost
his position; He has served the country well,
and it would hlave beet, an injustice to have
dispensed with his ser-vices. T. ant surprisetd
at the net results of the working of the de-
partinent. If there is any Government do-
pertinent, that should pay its way, because of
the high rates that are charged for water,
it should be the Metropolitan Water Supply
Departnment. As far as I call make out
rron, the figures thle department is being run

at a big loss. Thle expenditure this year
is put down at £88,000 and there is £70,000
set down for interest and sinking fund
which makes a total expenditure of £158,000.
'Cte sinking fund should not be included in
the expenditure, and I do not know how
mtuch, of that £70,000 is interest and how
muich is sinking fund. I may assume, how-
ever, that £:20,000 is for sinking fund. We
are old that there will he a considerable in-,
crease in the expenditure of £:88,000. That
i-g only to ble expected. The 4cost of living
has gone tip very much and men nmust be
paid a reasonable living wage. The expendi-
ture of £V58,000, even allowing for increased
wages, will be £4,000 over the estimated
revenue. Who is going to mnake up the dif-
ference?

ldr. Pickering. It ought, to be a paying
proposition.

Mr. SMITH: It ought to be one of the
best paying propositions in the State. Every-
,,ie must use water and pay for it. We have
a cheap supply, but we ore ctharging the
consumers very ,high rates for it. 1, do not
see why it should not pay handsomely.
There is something loose in the department
when such a state of affairs exists. The
sewerage system is an excellent one. It has
been some 14 years in operation, and it
is not yet complete. Apparently the depart-
itnt arc not in a hurry to complete the

sc-heme. We still have thle pan System in
force, and for sotne reason or other the de-
partmeent refu:se or neglect to connect with
the sewerage system various tenements in
the city. Sonic 44overnnmout offices still re-
main unconnected, It would be economical
to connect them, even if the connections had
to he remtoved in a couple of years. The cost
of installing a connection is £40 or- £50; and
if that amount can be saved in a year or
two, as against the continuance of the pan
system, tile isolated cases I refer to are sun-
ply spoiling anl excellent schemie. Surely 12
or14 years' notice-the period during which
the sewerage system has already existed--is
sufficient to enable owners, including thle
Government, to make arrangements to eon-
imeet their pronmises. There is also the quels-
tion of rating properties for storm water
drainage. If saw the Minister on this sub-
ject, and lie promised that he would look
into it, bnt unfortunately I have not heard
frmt him. Many properties have been rated
without any provision whatever being made
to relieve them of storm water. I know of
a property in North Perth where after heavy
main it is impossible to get into the premises.
without wading through water over one Is
boots; yet the owner is charged by the Gov-
emninent a storm wvater rate. 1. do not know
whether the department hlave to do with the
supply of water to railway trains, but it does
seem uextraordiniary that to-day the Railway
Department should be training water from
Perth to Frem~antle. A water train, I un-
derstand, runs fronm Perth to Fremantle
every night.

The Minister for WVorks: 'That is a railway
matter, and I hlave nothing to do with it.
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My department are willing to supply the
Railway Department with all the water they
require at iFremantle. If the Railway Do-
partmeiit choose to train the water, my do-
partuient cannot help that.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Era-
mantle) [11.18] :I regret not having had
"the opportunity of looking ,through the de-
partment 's last report, which is supposed
to have been laid on the Table but unfortu-
nately cannot be found.

The Minister for Works: It is here. I1
have it.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That explains
why I could not get it.

The Minister for Works: It is the only
copy I could get. I have sent to the Govern-
ment Printer for copies, but could not get
'them.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: We are at the
end of November, and the report should have
been printed and distributed long before
this. The member for North Perth says the
meitropolitan water supply is a losing pro-
position. I do not agree with him. On the
30th June, 1918, the whole scheme had
£18,000 to its credit; and for years the met-
ropolitan water supply has bee,, showing a
profit. The lnst year when the contrary was
the case wast 1908-9, and then the loss was
sonic £500. 1 agree with the member for
North Perth that the Government act un-
fairly in the matter of the storm water rate.
In the district I represent there has been no
extension whatever of storm water drainage
for years, and yet the Government are rat-
ing this year for the first tine an area which
does not and] never will derive any benefit,
fromt the existing storni water drainage, the
eontour of the ground being utterly against
the very possibility. I refer to the land
about Marmion-strect.

The Minister for Works: I will inquire
into that. If the position is as you state,
the matter will have to be rectified.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: There is another
complaint I have to make. The Fremantle
Lighting and Tramway Board are working
under an arrangement by which they draw
electricity from the Goverment supply. In
November of Inst year the board received a
letter from the Watter Supply Department
asking whether they would erect a pump
which was required by the Melville road
board for the supply of higher ground. The
Fremantle Tramway Board replied in the
affirmative, and from that time to the pre-
-sent day have heard nothing further from
the Water Supply Department. Instead of
acting fairly by Fremantle under the agree-
ment, the department have been trying to
arrange the matter with the Perth City Coun-
ell, because they consider that by this course
they can save 1/1d. per unit. At all events,
the least the department could have done
was to reply to the Fremantle Tramway
Board's letter written as far back as
November, 19IS.

Thme Minister for Works: I will look into
the ,,,atter. Fiod the lion, member men-
tioned it befoire I would have had it look~ed
into immediately.

Hon. W. C. AN(IWLN: .1 discovered this
only about a wreek ago. The departmnt, in-
stead of writing to the Fremantle Tramway
Board, wrote to the Melville road board, who
have nothing whatever to do with the supply.
Next, I wish to call attention to the amounts
charged to consumers for alleged excess
water, it is no use for the departmeat to
k;eep op i any longer thei bluf f that air does
not work the mneters.

The Minister for Works: The rate is all
right, but you thiink the qiantities, charged
are wrong?

Hion. W. C. ANCflWITN: Yes. :It is an ab-
solute fact that the air does work the meter
w-hen not at drop of water is passing through.
I know the Minister only wrishes to charge
fairly, anti there are good grounds for comn-
plaint is to the quantities of excess water
charged.

Mr. GRtIFFITHS (York) [*11.26]: 1 lis-
tened with ,,uch interest to the remarks of
the niember for lannans, and I have a caen
of the same nature to bring forward as that
to which hie drew the Miinister's attention.
it is the ease of a muan named Sawkins, who
joined the sewerage maintenance staff of the
department in 19)12, and is iiow the fourth
oldest hand in that branch. Since the out-
break of war tea new men have been ap-
poinited to fill vacancies created in the
branch. One can quite understand the need
for piuttiiig off temporary employees now,
but this ease of SawkIns is a special one.
This man, having an injured knee, said it
was of no ose his trying to enlist, because
hip knew he wvould not be passed. It is as-
serted by the floma that all the men on
the staff volunteered to enlist. As a matter
it fact, a lot of them made no attempt what-
ever to enlist. This man, Sawkcing, has no
black mark against him. He is a married
mlan. Through injuries received in the ser-
vice of the department, he has never volun-
teered. I know that the man who is in
chairge has a particular bias against men who
1ave not offered their services.

MUr. Mnnsie: And be hass made it pretty
hot for them.

'Ur. GRIF'FITHS: Discussing the question
with him I said, "I have a son at the Front,
but I am strenuously opposed to married
men with responsibilities going to the
Front?' Mis comment was that he had no
time for ainy man who did not volunteer,
whether single or married.

Tme Minister for Works: Who is that?
Mr. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Lawson.

The M[NISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. Oeorare-Murray-Wellington--4n reply)
(11.80] : The member for Haunaes (Mr.
Mfunsie) sp~oke of Walcott-street, North
Perth. T. -ill have inquiries made into that.

Mr. Munsie: It was increasing the storm-
water drain.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I under-
stand the hon. member wants more water in
North Ferth. I will see whether it can be
done. In re-gard to the putting off of men
to neake room for returned soldiers, it is
sometimes very awkward, because many of
thle temporary officers have heavy responsi-
bilities. [t is one of the things the wvar has
brought, -and all that we can do is to treat
thle eases sympathetically. In respect of
Austin, .( remember that lie worked for iue
liany years ago. Fortunately, there i s no
question in respect of him, because anl open-
ing has been found for himi. As for Mr.
Sawkins's case, I ant astonished to find that
the nicinber for York (Mfr. Griffiths) has
been talking to Captain Lawson about him,
and that Captain Lawson "-as otherwise than
sympathetic. I shall inquire very closely
into that, because I an, not going to allow
any officer to lhave peculiar opinions of his
own, if they are opposed to what the Goy-
ernnent have laid (Iowa. He is there to carry
out orders, whoever hie may be. The member
for North Perth (Mr-. Smnith) said the water
supply was h)ad Inst year. He mnay have been
round a particular district where there was
at little shortage bitt, on the whole, North
Perth has been fairly well supplied. How-
ever, I will. inquire into it. The hon. member
stid the water supplies were disappointing.
He seemed to have the idea that it was a
question of mntagemtent as to the amnount of
money we canl get out of the people. Nothing
of the kind. It is a question of the anmount
wec are authoised to levy. We cannot get
fr-m themn, tore than is permitted by the
Act. 1 thottght the people were carrying as
much as they could be expected to carry. We
can only levy our rate on thle assessment.
The hall. memnber says the rate is too high.
What would he say if I were to increase it?
Thle only way I call get revenue is by raising
tile rates. During the last two years, when
we were effecting necessary retrenchments in
the Water Supply Department, members of
thle House wvere around to Inc nearly every
day asking ine not to put off this manl, but
to put off tlte other man. 'Yet members come
here and talk to me of economy! Scarcely
any mnail in the department can be put off
without some members of Parliament coming
along and giving me special reasons why he
should not be pilt 'off, why somebody else
should be put off in his stead. It is time
that sort of hypocrisy cased. It is true that
certain sewerage connections in the City have
not been made. I have felt some diffidence
in forcing private people to connect up their
premisaes wilen the Government themselves
would lbe mad to connect buildings which "'c
know will be replaced within a year or so.
'Phe hotl. niellibet said it would cost £50 to
*tnake certain connections. It is in keeping
with the tion. ,luember 's nuul extravagance.
Tt will eost between £.500 and £800 to pro-
perly sewer thle barracks, belowv this place;
but would] any hon. menmber, preaching co-
norny. wisih me to put that money into the
building when we know that as soon as we
can get the Federal people out of the Post
Ciflee buildings, we shall hare those premises

lor the accommnodation of the department?
Iis silly, and I aml astonished at a grown

mnan anti a business nlan talking in that way..
There seems to he a misunderstanding with
regard to tile stormn water rating. The f unc-
tion of the Government in connection with
storm waters is to lay the main drain that
will serve a certain area, and the area which
call be drained by the mains drain ulay then
he rated. I~t is a matter for tile 'local auth-
ority to make the connections with the drain.
Imnmtiediately the Government have laid down
the min dIraitns, they ean impose their rates
and no law canl comlpel them to do anything
"lore.

lion. W. C. Angwin: After the drain wyas
put down, tiley fixed an area.

Thle MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
doubt the lion. ntemiber has cause for earm-
rlant; there are other people wilo have cause
for complaint. There have been some por-
tions which could Ilot be drained into the
stormi water drain and, when such cases have
comle utnder notice, they have been relieved at
once from the rating. .1 shall inquire into
the matter and if I find, as no doubt I shall,
that the facts are as stated by the hon. mem-
ber, I shall get the matter rectified. The
boa, member spoke of water being taken to
Fienmantle by the Railway Department, but
tllat is not mny business. Some- years ago
the Water Supply Department discovered a
fine supply suitable for railways at Walter's
Brook, Nraylands. Thie Works Department
charged the Railway Derartnlent for all the
water they took from tllat supply, but I pre.
ferred to tr-ansfer thle supply to the Railway
Department.

lion. W. C. Angwin: That was found over
eight years ago.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Works Department lost a certain anmount of
revenue owing to the transfer, but it was all
in the famnily and I consider I: did thle right
thing. No doubt the railway authorities find
that tilcy can run water down to Fremantle
by train mere cheaply tin they can obtain
their sttpplies at Fremantle. I regret that
the departmeontal repirt is late. Some returns
shotuld have reached the Government Printer
earlier, but owing to one of the accountants,
Mr. Ma Kinlay, having to be sent away, owing
to a breakdown of health duiq to the work he
has been 'doing, his work has beea thrown
onl to others in the departmlent. I hope to do
better next year if I am still in office and,
if [ amn not, no donbt someone else will try.
Thle memnber for North-E~ast Frenmantle also
complatined, no, doubt withl good reason, of
the Water Suplply. Department being slack in
teplyinig to tile Ftemantle Lighlting aod
Tramway Board. T shall inquire into that
point and ascertain why tllere has been no
reply, and whoever is, responsible for tlle
omission will have to nswer to me. I shall
let the hon. mnember have thle explanation.
The lon., member cotmplained also of the
water meters. This is a matter of which
everyone complains, and it is hard to know
how to deal with it. I have been investignt-
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ig the matter of a house which has been
shut up *for months and yet the meter shows
that the consumption of water has been
greater than it was when the house was occu-
pied. We endeavour to get the best possible
meter. When complaints are made regarding
excess charges and I feel that a bit of corn-
"'on sense is wanted, I generally exercise my
power and[ write the amount off. If the
member for North Perth (Mr. Smith), when
he gets the water supply report, will turn
to Table A, lie will find all the information he
requires. Hle will find that the aggregate
.surplus of income over expenditure during the
years whiclh have gone is £97,528, and, de-
ducting a certain amount paid off debentures
in 1912, there is a net surplus of £:76,000.
W\e shall have to keep adding to the expendi-
ture on our water supplies in order to keep
pace with the increased demands for water.
We can raise oniy another penny or so and,
if I raise that penny the hon. member will
blow me up for rooking the people and, if
I do not raise it, the hon. member will blow
me down for failing to make the revenue and
expenditure balance, so I shall have to throw
myself on the mercey of members.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Other hydraulic undertakings charge-
able to revenue, £32,663:

Mr. GRTIFFITHS: I wish to speak at some
length on this vote and, as the hour is late, I
move that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.

[The Speaker resumned the Chair.]

Progress reported.

Rouge adjourned at 11.47 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAY LOCOMO-
TIVES.

Eon. H1. STEWART asked the Minister
for Education,-With reference to the Oov-
ernument Railways-1, How many locomo-
tives are in musc? 2, The number of differ-
ent types or classes? 3, flow many locomo-
tives of each type are fitted with spark ar-
resters or preventives, effective when run-
ning on Collie coal? 4, The number of loco-
motives of each type which, on 30th Novema-
her, 1918, were fitted as in Question 4?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, 303 in actual work at present. 2,

25. 3, All locomotives are fitted with spark
arresters and the following, viz., Class D,
2; Class E, 24; Class Es, 2; Class F, 8 ;
Classes 0 and Oa, 17; Class R, 4; Class M,
1; total, 58, have been fitted with an im-
proved typo and are effective on Collie coal
uinder the best conditions; but perfect spark
arresting, together with perfect steaming
is not yet arrived at. 4, Class C, 3-, Class D,
1;- Class E," 6; Class Ech, 1; Class F, 1; Class
G3, 1;- Class N, 2; Class 0, 4; Class B, 1;
total, 20. Note-In the ease of the C, G,
and N engines referred to in paragraph 4,
the improved type of arrester has been re-
moved, as it interfered with the steaming
of these particular classes of engines.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. 3. Cornell leave of

absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. J. E. Dodd (South) on the ground
of ill health.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS.
Further re-committal.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson Bill again
re-committed for the purpose of further con-
sidering clauses 211 and 249 and a new
clause to 'stand as Clause 269.

Hon. .1. F. Allen in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2fl-What shall be rateable pro-
perty7

Hon. A. LOVEXIN: Yesterday Mr.
Nicholson moved that a proviso be added to
this clause, beginning -with the words "'pro-
videdl further that nothing herein contained
shall exempt the Crown or any trading con-
cern. " I 'have looked into the matter and
found that the sponsors for the State trad-
ing concerns have laid it down that they
must trade fairly and equitably with private
concerns. The Minister in charge of them
admits that they should trade on an equit-
able footing with private concerns. There
is some difficulty about the Crown paying
taxes. but when the Crown trades it becomes
a trader and theref ore should be amenable
to the conditions which operate against all
other trading concerns. Take the case of two
timber mills, one a State trading concern and
the other a private coneern. Both are cut-
ting up the roads in a road district. The Gov-


